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Ordinance No. 193
ZONING ORDINANCE
VILLAGE OF ALMONT

Lapeer County, Michigan

Adopted by the Village Council: First Reading: November 17, 2015
Second Reading: December 15, 2015

TITLE

AN ORDINANCE, in accordance with and under the authority of Act 110, Public Acts of 2006, to
provide for the establishment of zoning districts in such sizes, shapes and areas as are
considered best suited to carry out the provisions of this Ordinance; within which districts the
proper use of land and natural resources is encouraged and regulated and the improper use of
same prohibited; to designate in the districts the use of land for recreation, residence,
industries, trade, soil conservation, natural resources, and the uses for which buildings and
structures shall or shall not be erected, altered or moved, and designate the trades and
industries that shall be permitted or excluded and subjected to special regulations in each of
the districts. To provide for amendments and supplements thereto; provide for the
administration and enforcement of this Ordinance; to provide for a Board of Appeals and its
power and duties, to provide penalties for the violation of its provisions, and to repeal
Ordinance 159, as amended, and to repeal all ordinances and parts of ordinances which may be
in conflict with this Ordinance.

PREAMBLE

In accordance with and pursuant to the authority and intent of Act 110, Public Acts of 2006, as
amended, the Village of Almont is desirous of providing for the orderly development of the
Village which the Village Council considers essential to the well-being of the community and
which will place no undue burden upon its residents or upon recognized land uses. The Village
Council is further desirous of providing places of residence, recreation, industry, trade, service
and other uses of land. The Village Council is further desirous of providing limitations on the
inappropriate overcrowding of land and the congestion of population, transportation systems
and other public facilities; to protect industry, commerce and residences against the incursion
of incompatible uses of land; to promote the proper use of land for the economic well-being of
the Village; to assure the provision of adequate space conducive to healthy living conditions,
and to provide facilities for the parking of vehicles necessary and incident to principal uses of
land, and to require that all uses of land be coordinated in conformity with the Village of
Almont Master Plan.






Article 1
Short Title

NOW, THEREFORE, THE VILLAGE OF ALMONT ORDAINS:

ARTICLE 1: SHORT TITLE

Section 1.00 SHORT TITLE

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the Village of Almont Zoning Ordinance and
shall be referred to herein as “this Ordinance”.

Page 1-1






Article 2
Application and Interpretation

ARTICLE 2: APPLICATION AND INTERPRETATION

Section 2.00 APPLICATION

No building or structure, or part thereof, shall hereinafter be moved into the Village, erected,
constructed, reconstructed or altered and maintained, and no new use or change shall be made
or maintained of any structure or land, or part thereof, except in conformity with the provisions
of this Ordinance.

Section 2.01 INTERPRETATION

In interpreting and applying the provisions of this Ordinance, they shall be held to be the
minimum requirements for the promotion of the public safety, health, convenience, comfort,
morals, prosperity and general welfare. It is not intended by this Ordinance to interfere with or
abrogate or annul any ordinance, rules, regulations or permits previously adopted or issued and
not in conflict with any of the provisions of this Ordinance, or which shall be adopted or issued
pursuant to law relating to the use of buildings or premises, and, likewise, not in conflict with
this Ordinance; nor is it intended by this Ordinance to interfere with or abrogate or annul
easements, covenants, or other agreements between parties; provided, however, that where
this Ordinance imposes a greater restriction upon the use of building or premises or upon
height of buildings, or requires larger open spaces or larger lot areas than are imposed or
required by such ordinances or agreements, the provision of this Ordinance shall control.

Section 2.02 VESTED RIGHT (STRUCTURES UNDER CONSTRUCTION)

Any structure for which a building permit has been issued and construction begun, or for which
a contract or contracts have been entered into pursuant to a building permit issued before the
effective date of this Ordinance, may be completed and used in accordance with the plans and
applications upon which the building permit was granted. Any such permit for a use which
would be nonconforming under this Ordinance, or any amendment hereto, shall not be
renewed in the event construction pursuant to such permit has not begun within one (1) year
from the date of issuance of the permit.

Section 2.03 SEVERABILITY

This Ordinance and the various parts, sections, subsections and clauses and articles thereof, are
hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence, paragraph, subsection, section, clause or
article is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, it is hereby provided that the remainder of this
Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. If any part, sentence, paragraph, subsection, section,
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Article 2
Application and Interpretation

clause or article is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid as applied to a particular property,

building or other structure, it is hereby provided that the application of such portion of the
Ordinance to other property, buildings or structures shall not be affected thereby.
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Article 3
General Provisions

ARTICLE 3: GENERAL PROVISIONS

Except as hereinafter specifically provided, the following general regulations shall apply:

Section 3.00 ACCESS ACROSS RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY

Ingress and egress to a parking lot, loading area, or to a use other than residential, shall not be
permitted across or upon land zoned as residential. This provision shall not apply if the
Planning Commission finds that there are special circumstances which indicate that there will
be a substantial improvement in traffic safety by reducing the number of driveways to a
thoroughfare.

Section 3.01 ACCESSORY BUILDINGS IN R-1 ZONING DISTRICT

Accessory buildings and structures in the R-1 zoning district shall be subject to the following
regulations:

1. Where an accessory building is structurally attached to a main building, it shall conform to
all regulations of this Ordinance applicable to the main building.

2. On interior lots, all detached accessory buildings incidental to the dwelling shall be located
only in a rear yard, with the exception of garages, which may be located in rear or side
yards. On corner lots, all detached accessory buildings incidental to the dwelling shall be
located only in a rear yard, with the exception of garages, which may be located in rear or
side yards. (See Figures 3-1 and 3-2)

3. When an accessory building is located on a corner lot, the accessory building shall observe
the required front yard setback from both streets.
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Article 3
General Provisions

Figure 3-1 (Interior Lot)
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Figure 3-2 (Corner Lot)
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Dwelling units may have no more than 2 accessory buildings not including an attached
garage. Detached garages may not exceed a 24’ x 36’ footprint. The second accessory
building may be a maximum of 250 square feet in area. In order to ensure compatibility
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Article 3
General Provisions

with surrounding buildings, accessory structures over one hundred (100) square feet in
floor area must be on a permanent foundation.

4. No detached accessory building shall be located closer to ten (10) feet to any main building
nor shall it be closer than five (5) feet to any side or rear lot line. In no instance shall an
accessory building be located within a dedicated easement of right-of-way. (See Figures 3-1
and 3-2)

5. Accessory buildings shall not exceed fourteen (14) feet in total height and occupy not more
than twenty-five (25) percent of a required rear yard, plus no more than forty (40) percent
of any non-required rear yard.

6. No accessory buildings shall be constructed before the main building is completed.

Section 3.02 ACCESSORY BUILDINGS IN THE MHP, RM, O-1, C-1, C-2 AND | DISTRICTS

In multiple-family, commercial or industrial districts, and any other such district, accessory
buildings shall only occupy any of the ground area which the principal building is permitted to
cover. Accessory buildings, such as buildings for ATM machines, parking attendants, guard
shelters, gate houses and transformer buildings, may be located in the front or side yard in non-
residential districts, upon Planning Commission approval. All such buildings or structures shall
be architecturally and aesthetically compatible with the principal building and be located and
landscaped to reduce the visual impact from surrounding properties and from public streets.
Architectural compatibility shall be based on the use of the same or similar material for facing,
roofing and other exterior materials and be of a scale that shows it is accessory to the principal
building.

All such accessory buildings shall require site plan approval by the Planning Commission
pursuant to the requirements of Article 7.

Section 3.03 ANIMALS

1. A maximum of three (3) dogs, six (6) months old or older may be permitted on any R-1
zoned site.

2. Livestock, including bovine, equine, swine, sheep and similar animals shall not be allowed
on any parcel under two (2) acres in total area. One (1) animal shall be allowed for the first

two acres with one (1) additional animal allowed for each additional acre over two (2).

3. Not more than two (2) small farm animals (chicken, rabbits, geese, ducks or similar animals)
shall be allowed on any parcel under two (2) acres in size. On parcels exceeding two (2)
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Article 3
General Provisions

acres not more than two (2) additional animals shall be allowed for the first two acres and
ten (10) additional animals shall be allowed for each additional acre of land over two (2).

4. Adequate fencing meeting the requirements of Section 3.18 shall be provided whenever
animals are maintained on site. Fencing shall be required only for those portions of the site
where animals are permanently maintained outside.

5. Refuse and waste products resulting from the maintenance of animals shall be controlled
on the premises and shall be stored and disposed of within a reasonable time so as not to
create a nuisance for neighboring property owners.

6. Any structure built to contain animals shall comply with the requirements for accessory
building as regulated by Section 3.01. All such structures shall be setback a minimum of
fifty (50) feet from any abutting property zoned or developed for residential purposes.

Section 3.04 BRICK REQUIREMENT AND ALTERATION LIMITS

The exterior surface of all buildings, except one-family dwellings, fronting upon a street, or a
corner lot having frontage on a side street, shall consist of face brick or other decorative
building material approved by the Planning Commission. All buildings, except one-family
dwellings having a brick exterior shall not be reconstructed, remodeled, altered (including use
of awnings and/or canopies), painted or repainted without prior approval of the Planning
Commission. Within the C-1, Central Business District, all exterior building improvements shall
be referred to the Downtown Development Authority for review and comments regarding their
compatibility with approved plans for the downtown development area.

Section 3.05 BUILDING GRADES

When a new building is constructed on a vacant lot between two (2) existing buildings or
adjacent to an existing building, the existing established grade shall be used in determining the
grade around the new building, and the yard around the new building shall be graded in such a
manner as to meet existing grades and not to increase run-off of surface water to flow onto the
adjacent property. If necessary, drain systems will be installed to provide water run-off
solutions from new buildings or existing buildings onto existing areas at the new building
owner’s expense. Final grades shall be approved by the Building Inspector. A “certificate of
grading and location of building” shall be duly completed and certified by a registered engineer
or land surveyor before final grades are approved. Within an approved subdivision and
condominium projects the grades of all proposed building sites shall be determined by the
Village Engineer.
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Article 3
General Provisions

Section 3.06 BUILDINGS TO BE MOVED

Any building or structure which has been wholly or partially erected on any premises, located
either within or outside of this Village, shall not be moved to and placed upon any other
premises in this Village until a permit for such relocation shall have been secured under Article
19 of this Ordinance. Any such building or structure shall fully conform to all the provisions of
this Ordinance in the same manner as a new building or structure. The owner of the building
shall be required to provide the Village Council a performance guarantee to ensure completion
of any site improvements required under this Ordinance.

Before a permit may be issued for moving a building or structure, the Building Inspector shall
inspect the same and shall determine if it is in a safe condition for moving, and whether it may
be reconditioned to comply with the current Building Code and other Village requirements for
the use and occupancy for which it is to be used. Provided these conditions can be complied
with, a permit shall be issued for the moving of the building or structure.

Section 3.07 CORNER CLEARANCE

No fence, wall, shrubbery, sign or other obstruction to vision above a height of thirty (30)
inches from the established street grades shall be permitted within the triangular area formed
at the intersection of any street right-of-way lines by a straight line drawn between the right-of-
way lines at a distance along each line of twenty-five (25) feet from their point of intersection.
(See Figure 3-3)

Figure 3-3
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Article 3
General Provisions

Section 3.08 DWELLINGS PER LOT OR PARCEL

No more than one (1) one-family residential dwelling shall be permitted per each lot or parcel.

Section 3.09 ESSENTIAL SERVICES

Essential services shall be permitted as authorized and regulated by law and other ordinances
of the Village, it being the intention hereof to exempt such essential services which primarily
serve the Village of Aimont from the application of this Ordinance.

Section 3.10 EXCAVATIONS OR HOLES

The construction, maintenance or existence within the Village of any unprotected,
unbarricaded, open or dangerous excavations, holes, pits or wells, which constitute or are
reasonably likely to constitute a danger or menace to the public health, safety or welfare, are
hereby prohibited; provided, however, this Section shall not prevent any excavation under a
permit issued, pursuant to this Ordinance, where such excavations are properly protected and
warning signs posted in such a manner as may be approved by the Building Inspector, and,
provided further, that this Section shall not apply to drains created or existing by authority of
the State, County, Village or other governmental agency.

Section 3.11 EXCEPTIONS — ACCESS THROUGH YARDS

For the purpose of this Ordinance, access drives may cross a required front yard or be placed in
the side yards so as to provide access to rear yards and/or accessory or attached structures.
These drives shall not be considered as structural violations in front and side yards. Further,
any walk, driveway or other pavement servicing a like function shall, for the purposes of this
Ordinance, not be considered to be a structure and shall be permitted in any required yard.

Section 3.12 EXCEPTIONS — HEIGHT LIMIT

1. No building shall be converted, enlarged, reconstructed or structurally altered to exceed the
height limit hereinafter established for the district in which the building is located, except
penthouses or roof structures for the housing of elevators, stairways, tanks, ventilating fans,
or similar equipment required to operate and maintain the building, and fire or parapet
walls, skylights, towers, steeples, stage lofts and screens, flagpoles, chimneys, smoke stacks,
individual domestic radio and television aerials and wireless masts, water tanks, light poles

Page 3-6



Article 3
General Provisions

or similar structures, may be erected above the limits established in this Ordinance. No
such structure may:

a. exceed the height limits of the district in which it is located by more than fifteen (15)
feet

b. have a total area greater than ten (10) percent of the roof area of the building;

c. be used for any residential purpose other than a use incidental to the main use of the
building.

2. The Planning Commission shall establish the height requirement for all communication

towers as part of the site plan approval process consistent with the design standards for
communication towers in this Ordinance.

Section 3.13 EXCEPTIONS — PORCHES/TERRACES. AT-GRADE PATIOS, STEPS/STAIRS AND
DECKS

1. At-grade patios may be constructed within required side and rear yards, but not in a
required yard facing upon a street.

2. Unenclosed and uncovered access porches (i.e., one which is not roofed over) or paved
terraces may project into a required front or rear yard for a distance not exceeding eight (8)
feet. Patio and porches covered or partially covered by permanent construction (awnings

excepted) shall not project into any required yard space.

3. Steps or stairs may project into a required front yard for a distance not exceeding six (6)
feet.

4. Decks may be allowed to project not more than ten (10) feet into the required rear yard or
open space, if the following conditions are met.

a. The deck does not encroach into any easement.
b. The deck is not located facing any street.
c. The deck conforms with applicable side yard setback requirements.

d. The deck is located not less than ten (10) feet from any detached accessory building.
(This separation shall not apply to any accessory structure other than a building.)
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e. The deck elevation shall be no greater than eight (8) inches over the first floor grade
elevation of the main structure. (Exception: a deck around a pool may match the height
of the pool.) Swimming pools shall be located at least five (5) feet from the principal
residence, but may be served by a deck attached to the dwelling unit.

f. Any additional structures attached to the deck, such as a gazebo or pool, shall be
located at least ten (10) feet from any structure.

g. The deck and other appurtenant facilities shall conform to any applicable codes and
ordinances.

Section 3.14 EXCEPTIONS — PROJECTING INTO YARDS

Architectural features, such as, but not limited to, window sills, cornices, eaves, bay windows
(not including vertical projections), may extend or project into a required side yard not more
than two (2) inches for each one (1) foot of width of such side yard, and may extend or project
into a required front or rear yard not more than three (3) feet.

Section 3.15 EXCEPTIONS —VOTING PLACE

The provisions of this Ordinance shall not be so construed as to interfere with the temporary
use of any property as a voting place in connection with a municipal or other public election.

Section 3.16 EXCEPTIONS — FRONT YARD SETBACK

In any residential district the front yard requirements of a lot may be modified so as to equal
the average depth of existing developed front yards on lots along the same block front;
provided the front depth shall not be less than ten (10) feet (see Figure 3-6).
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Figure 3-6

NEW HOUSE MAY BE BUILT THIS CLOSE TO FRONT
LOT LINE BUT NO CLOSER THAN 10",

REQUIRED SETBACK

/ BLOCK FRONT

Rl |

AVERAGE SETBACK

Section 3.17 EXCEPTIONS — SIDE YARD SETBACK

On legal nonconforming lots with a width of less than that required in the zoning district in
which they are located the minimum side yard setback for interior side yards may be reduced at
the same ratio as the width of the existing lot and the minimum lot width requirement for the
district that the lot is in. (Example: A lot is 80 feet wide in a district that requires lots to be a
minimum width of 100 feet. The lot’s width is 80% of the minimum. The minimum side yard
requirement is 10 feet. The side yard setback for that lot may therefore be reduced to 8', or
80% of 10 feet). In no case may the minimum side yard setback be reduced to less than 5 feet.

Section 3.18 FENCES, WALLS, HEDGES AND PROTECTIVE BARRIERS

1. Permit. The erection, construction or substantial rebuilding of any fence, wall, hedge or
other type of protective barrier shall require the submission and approval of a zoning
permit by the Zoning Administrator as to their conforming to the requirements of the
zoning district wherein they are proposed and the requirements of this Section. Substantial
rebuilding is reconstruction of more than 50% of the structure, a change in the height of the
structure, or a change from existing material within a 12-month period. Painting, cleaning,
replacement of like materials, or other actions commonly considered as general
maintenance shall not be defined as "substantial rebuilding."

2. Fences may be located along property lines. It is the owner’s responsibility to ensure that a
fence they erect does not encroach on their neighbors’ property and to certify that they
understand that issuance of a permit by the Village does not relieve them of that
responsibility.
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Privacy fences may only be located in the rear or side yard on interior lots and in the rear or
in that portion of the side yard, which does not abut a street and which does not extend
beyond the front building line on corner lots (See Figure 3-4 and Figure 3-5). Privacy fences
may be a maximum of six (6) feet in height.

Figure 3-4 (Interior Lot)
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Figure 3-5 (Corner Lot)
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Hedges and privacy screen structures may be located in all yards but shall not exceed forty-
eight (48) inches in the front yard. On interior lots hedges and privacy screens may be a
maximum of six (6) feet high in the rear and side yards. On corner lots hedges and privacy
screens may be a maximum of six (6) feet high in the rear or in that portion of the side yard,
which does not abut a street and which does not extend beyond the front building line on
corner lots (See Figure 3-4 and Figure 3-5). Hedges and privacy screens on corner lots must
comply with the corner clearance requirements of this Ordinance (Section 3.07).

Barbed wire, spikes, nails or any other sharp, pointed instrument of any kind on top or on
the sides of any fence, or electric current or charge in the fences is prohibited. Barbed wire
cradles may be placed on top of fences enclosing public utility, municipal or industrial
buildings as considered necessary in the interest of public safety by the Zoning
Administrator.

Owners of any fence or privacy screen structure shall maintain their fences or privacy
screen structures in accordance with the provisions of all maintenance codes adopted by
the Village of Almont. All fences and privacy screen structures shall be maintained plumb
and true with adequate support and in a safe and sightly manner. Any owner of any fence
or privacy screen structure shall remove or repair a fence or privacy screen structure that is
dangerous, dilapidated, or otherwise in violation of this Ordinance.

All fences (except invisible fences) and privacy screen structures shall be constructed of
metal, iron, wood, or other durable material.

For all lots, ornamental fences may be constructed anywhere on the lot including on that
portion extending from the front building line to within two (2) feet from the inside
sidewalk line. Ornamental fences shall not exceed forty-two (42) inches in height and shall
not be less than 50% open.

For all lots, invisible fences shall be set back a minimum of three (3) feet from the inside
sidewalk line (or property line if no sidewalk is present) and from any walkway leading
from the sidewalk or driveway to the house or building itself.

No portion of any fence or privacy screen structure shall project beyond the fence owner's
property line except when the adjoining property owner's written consent has been
obtained.

With the exception of an invisible fence, no fence or privacy screen structure shall extend
toward any street beyond two (2) feet from the inside sidewalk line.

When erecting any fence next to an existing fence, the maintenance of the area between
the fences shall be the responsibility of the person erecting the new fence.
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13. Any fence or privacy screen structure having an unfinished side shall be installed so that
the finished side of the fence shall be facing adjacent properties or the street.

14. Any fence or privacy screen structure constructed within 10 feet of a driveway or public
right-of-way intersection shall be constructed in such a manner to permit an unobstructed
view of the public right-of-way when exiting a driveway. The sidewalk shall be visible for a
distance of 10 feet on both sides of the driveway. Visibility shall be judged from the garage
doorjambs or 10 feet from the sidewalk along the driveway's edge, whichever is closer.
The Zoning Administrator shall be the judge of visibility. These requirements shall apply
whether or not the fence is on the same property as the driveway.

Section 3.19 FRONTAGE

Every dwelling or principal building shall be located on a lot which shall front upon an improved
public or an existing private street, road or highway, for a distance not less than the minimum
lot width for the zoning district within which the lot is located.

Section 3.20 LOTS, YARDS AND OPEN SPACES

The yard area for each principal building resulting from compliance with the minimum lot area,
setbacks and open space requirements of this Ordinance shall not be used to satisfy like
requirements supporting any other building adjacent or in proximity thereto. The required yard
areas for each building shall be exclusive.

Section 3.21 MEASURING SETBACK REQUIREMENTS

The measurement for determining front, rear and side setback requirements shall be made
from the exterior wall of the principal building to the nearest applicable property line.

Section 3.22 NON-RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAYS

The Planning Commission shall review all non-residential driveways, entrances and exits for
approval under the site plan review procedures outlined in Article 7, with the exception of
driveways on Van Dyke (M-53) which shall be subject to approval by the Michigan Department
of Transportation. The Planning Commission shall apply standards for driveway location and
design adopted by the Village and consider the design’s potential effects on surrounding
property, pedestrian and vehicular traffic and the movement of emergency vehicles.
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Section 3.23 OUTDOOR STORAGE

When permitted in a particular zoning district, an outdoor storage use shall be enclosed by an
approved masonry wall or obscuring fence, as approved by the Planning Commission under the
site plan review procedures outlined in Article 7. The extent of such a wall or fence shall be
determined by the Planning Commission on the basis of usage. Such wall or fence shall not be
less than four feet six inches (4'6") in height and may, depending on land usage, be required to
be eight (8) feet in height, and shall be subject further to the requirements of Section 4.01. A
chain-link fence or a landscaped earth mound (berm), both with intense evergreen shrub
planting, may be permitted by the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission may
require vertical decorative or redwood pickets be installed in fence where, in its judgment, it
will better serve to obscure the open storage. Open storage areas shall be hard-surfaced with
gravel or other suitable approved material and drained to meet Village engineering
requirements. If open storage is to park wheeled vehicles, then it shall be paved to parking lot
standards or provided with a surface acceptable to the Planning Commission based on use.

Section 3.24 PROHIBITED OCCUPANCY

1. In no case shall a travel trailer, motor home, automobile chassis, tent or portable building
be considered a dwelling. Mobile homes shall not be used as dwellings, except when
located in and as part of a mobile home park or when located in zoning districts set forth in
this Ordinance. All travel trailers, motor homes and mobile homes parked or stored on
lands not approved for such use as herein set forth and shall not be connected to sanitary
facilities and shall not be occupied.

2. In the case of mixed occupancy, where a building is occupied in part as a dwelling unit, the
part so occupied shall be considered a dwelling unit for the purpose of this Ordinance and
shall comply with the provisions thereof relative to dwellings.

3. Any and all basement dwellings, garage dwellings or other temporary residential dwellings
which have been erected and occupied or both are hereby declared to be unlawful for
residential purposes and shall be vacated or altered so as to immediately comply with the
provisions of this Ordinance; provided, however, the Zoning Board of Appeals may extend
such period for not more than one (1) year upon written application therefore by the
occupant and proof of undue hardship.

Section 3.25 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
No non-residential use shall be permitted within any district which does not conform to the

following standards of use, occupancy, and operation, which standards are hereby established
as the minimum requirements to be maintained within the Village of Almont.
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1. Smoke and Particulate Matter. The emission of smoke or particulate matter in such manner
or quality as to be detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, comfort or welfare
is hereby declared a public nuisance and shall henceforth be unlawful.

In all non-industrial zoning districts the emission of smoke shall not exceed the number 1
standard as established by the Ringlemann Chart.

In the Industrial Zoning District, the emission of smoke shall not exceed number 2 standard
as established by the Ringlemann Chart for periods aggregating four (4) minutes in any
thirty (30) minute period. During fire cleaning the emission of smoke shall not exceed the
number 3 standard as established by the Ringlemann Chart for a period not to exceed six (6)
minutes.

The rate of particulate matter emission from all sources within the boundaries of any lot
shall not exceed a net figure of one pound per acre of lot area during any one-hour period
per acre of lot area during any one-hour period, after deducting from the gross hourly
emission per acre the correction factor set forth in the following table:

ALLOWANCE FOR HEIGHT OF EMISSION*

Height of Emission Above Correction
Ground (Pounds Per Hour Per
(feet) Acre)
50 0.01
100 0.06
150 0.10
200 0.16
300 0.30
400 0.50

*Interpolate for intermediate values not shown

Determination of the total net rate of emission of particulate matter within the boundaries
of any lot shall be made as follows:

a. Determine the maximum emission in pounds per hour from each source of emission and
divide this figure by the number of acres of lot area, thereby obtaining the gross hourly

rate of emission in pounds per acre.

b. From each gross hourly rate of emission derived in (a) above, deduct the correction
factor (interpolating as required) for height of emission set forth in the table, thereby
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obtaining the net rate of emission in pounds per acre per hour from each source of
emission.

c. Add together the individual new rates of emission derived in (b) above, to obtain the
total net rate of emission from all sources of emission within the boundaries of the lot;
such total shall not exceed one pound per acre of lot area during any one hour.

2. Odors. Odors from any use shall not be discernible at the property line to a greater degree
than odors from plants for the manufacture of electronic equipment, the fabrication of
books, textile weaves or other plants in which operations do not result in a greater degree
of odors. The values given in Table Ill (Odor Thresholds) in the latest revision of Chapter 5,
“Physiological Effects,” in the “Air Pollution Abatement Manual,” by the Manufacturing
Chemists’ Association, Inc., Washington, D.C., copyright 1951, shall be used as standard in
case of doubt concerning the character of odors emitted. In such case, the smallest value
given in Table Ill shall be the maximum odor permitted. Detailed plans for the prevention of
odors crossing property lines may be required before approval of a final site plan by the
Planning Commission.

3. Glare and Heat. Any operation producing intense glare or heat shall be conducted within a
completely enclosed building or with other effective screening in such a manner as to make
such glare completely imperceptible from any point along the property line. All outdoor
building and site lighting improvements shall conform to the requirements of Section 4.05.

4. Vibration. No activity or operation of machine shall cause or create a steady state vibration
or an impact vibration, at any point or on any property line, with a displacement in excess of
the permitted vibration displacement for the frequencies as set forth below. Steady state
vibrations shall be defined as earthborn oscillations that are continuous discrete pulses
which occur more frequently than one hundred (100) times per minute. Impact vibrations
shall be defined as earthborn oscillations occurring in discrete pulses at less than one
hundred (100) pulses per minute.

MAXIMUM PERMITTED STEADY STATE AND IMPACT VIBRATION
DISPLACEMENT (IN INCHES)

Frequency Vibration and Displacement
(cycles per second) (In Inches)

Steady State Impact

Under 10 .0008 .0016
10-20 .0005 .0010
20-30 .0003 .0006
30-40 .0002 .0004
40 and over .0001 .0002
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5. Radiation or Radioactivity. All activities involving radioactive materials shall be conducted
according to State and Federal rules and regulations adopted for human safety. Operations
shall cause no dangerous radiation at the property line, as specified by the regulations of
the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the United States Bureau of Standards or
other applicable review agency.

6. Electromagnetic Interference. No use, activity or process shall be conducted which
produces electromagnetic interference which adversely affects public health, safety and
welfare including but not limited to interference with normal radio, telephone or television
reception from off the premises where the activity is conducted.

7. Gases. Fumes or gases shall not be emitted at any point in concentrations or amounts that
are noxious, toxic or corrosive. Detailed plans for the elimination of fumes or gases may be
required before approval of a final site plan by the Planning Commission.

8. Utilities Underground. All lines for telephone, electric, television and other similar services
distributed by wire or cable shall be placed underground entirely throughout the
development area, except for major thoroughfare right-of-way, and such conduits or cables
shall be placed within private easements provided to such service companies by the
developer or within dedicated public ways. Overhead lines may be permitted by the
Planning Commission at the time of final approval where it is determined that overhead
lines will not constitute a detriment to the health, safety, general welfare or area design. All
such facilities placed in dedicated public ways shall be planned so as not to conflict with
other underground utilities. All such facilities shall be constructed in accordance with
standards of construction approved by the Michigan Public Service Commission. All
underground utility installations which traverse privately owned property shall be protected
by easements granted to the appropriate authority by the applicant.

Whenever it can reasonably be anticipated that utility improvements constructed in one
development will be extended to serve other adjacent or nearby developments, such
improvements shall be constructed and located so that extensions can be made
conveniently and without undue burden or expense or unnecessary duplication of service.
All utility facilities shall be constructed in such a manner as to minimize interference with
pedestrian or vehicular traffic and to facilitate maintenance without undue damage to
improvements or facilities located within the development.

9. Waste. All sewage and industrial wastes shall be handled, stored, treated, and/or disposed
of in compliance with all Federal and State of Michigan laws and regulations.

10. Fire and Explosive Hazards
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In the Industrial District, the storage, utilization or manufacture of materials or
products, ranging from noncombustible to moderate burning, as determined by the Fire
Chief, is permitted, subject to compliance with all other performance standards.

The storage, utilization, or manufacture of materials, goods, or products, ranging from
free or active burning to intense burning, as determined by the Fire Chief, is permitted,
subject to compliance with all other yard requirements and performance standards and
providing that the following conditions are met:

(1) The materials or products shall be stored, used or produced within completely
enclosed buildings or structures having noncombustible exterior walls which meet
the requirements of the building code.

(2)  All such buildings or structures shall be set back according to adopted NFPA Fire
Ordinance.

(3) The storage and handling of flammable liquids, liquefied petroleum, gases and
explosives shall comply with the State Rules and Regulations as established by
Public Act No. 207 of 1941, as amended, or by the Fire Prevention Ordinance of
the Village of Almont and according to the adopted NFPA Fire Ordinance,
whichever is more stringent.

11. Manufacturing Equipment and Machine Limitations

Automatic screw machines. Such machines must be equipped with noise silencers or
other sound absorbing devices and must not be located closer than five hundred (500)
feet to any residential zoned district.

Stamping machines, punch presses, press breaks and hydraulic presses shall not be
located closer than five hundred (500) feet to any residential district or use.

12. Storage of Hazardous Substances

a.

Definition of Hazardous Substances. Hazardous substances include hazardous chemicals
as defined by the Michigan Department of Public Health and the Michigan Department
of Labor; hazardous materials are defined by the U.S. Department of Transportation;
critical materials and polluting materials as defined by the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources; and hazardous waste as defined by the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources.

Applicability. These provisions apply to all businesses and facilities that use, store or

generate hazardous substances in quantities greater than 100 kilograms per month
(equal to about 25 gallons or 220 pounds).
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c. Above-ground Storage
(1) Primary containment of hazardous substance shall be product-tight.

(2) Secondary containment of hazardous substances shall be provided for all facilities
subject to site plan review. Secondary containment shall be sufficient to store the
substance for the maximum anticipated period of time necessary for the recovery
of any released substance.

(3) Outdoor storage of hazardous substances is prohibited, except in product-tight
containers which are protected from weather, leakage, accidental damage and
vandalism. Secondary containment shall be sufficient to store the substance for
the maximum anticipated period of time necessary for the recovery of any
released substance, including an allowance for the expected accumulation of
precipitation.

(4) At a minimum, State and Federal agency requirements for storage, leak detection,
record-keeping, spill prevention, emergency response, transport and disposal shall
be met.

d. Below-ground Storage

(1) At a minimum, regulations of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources,
Michigan Fire Marshall Division, and the Village of Almont for the installation,
inspection, maintenance of a leak detection system, inventory and record-keeping,
emergency response and closure must be met.

(2) All underground storage tanks which have been out-of-service for nine (9) months
or longer shall be removed from the site before a building permit is issued. This
requirement may be adjusted by the Fire Chief in situations where a clear
timetable for the safe use of the underground tank is established.

e. Plan Review and Approval. Site plans for facilities with hazardous substances shall be
reviewed by the Fire Chief, or his/her designee, before approval by the Planning
Commission.

13. Noise.
a. Noise levels resulting from any such use of a site which exceed the maximum sound

pressure levels established by this section for the designated land use districts shall be
prohibited.
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The maximum slow response steady sound pressure levels for the following octave

band center frequencies, as measured in accordance with this subsection shall be
as follows:

Maximum Sound Pressure Level (dB)

Octave Band Center Frequency At all non-Industrial

(2)

(Cycles per Second) District Boundaries  Industrial District

315 72 79

63 71 78

125 65 72

250 57 64

500 51 58

1000 45 52

2000 39 46
4000 34 41
8000 32 39

The maximum A scale (slow response) steady sound pressure levels as measured in
accordance with this subsection, of any site shall be as follows:

District Maximum Sound Pressure Level [dB(A)]

All non-Industrial Districts 55 (at District Boundary)

(3)

(4)

(5)

| — Industrial 62 (along District Boundary)

The octave band center frequency levels shall be applied in order to determine
compliance with this subsection whenever the measured A scale (slow response)
steady sound pressure levels do not exceed the applicable 55 [dB(A)], 62 [dB(A)]
and 66 [dB(A)] levels.

Sound pressure levels shall be measured along both the zoning district boundary
and along the property line of the site where the site is located within one
hundred twenty-five (125) feet of a zoning district other than the Industrial
District. The sound pressure levels shall be measured along the property line of
the site where the site is not located within one hundred twenty-five feet (125) of
a zoning district other than the Industrial Zoning District.

Maximum steady sound pressure levels for all land use districts between the hours
of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. shall be 7 dB lower than the levels set forth above.
Maximum repetitive impulse sound pressure levels shall be 10 dB lower than the
values established for steady sound pressure levels in all land use districts. Sound
pressure level measurements shall be made with a sound level meter and an
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octave band analyzer conforming to the specifications of the American National
Standard Institute.

Section 3.26 TEMPORARY USES

The Planning Commission may authorize temporary structures, signs, and uses permitted in a
district for periods not to exceed six (6) months.

Section 3.27 TREE TRIMMING

It shall be the duty and responsibility of every person owning real property within the Village of
Almont, to keep all trees, shrubs and similar plants on that property trimmed in such a manner
that there is a clearance of at least fourteen (14) feet above any street or alley, and a clearance
of at least seven (7) feet over any sidewalk. It shall also be the duty and responsibility of every
person owning any real property within the Village of Almont to keep all trees on that property
trimmed in such a manner that they do not obstruct the view of any traffic sign or device for
vehicle traffic in the direction controlled by that traffic sign or device.

Section 3.28 YARD USE

The portion of a site in front of any dwelling shall be used only for ornamental landscaping,
driveways and parking spaces located within such driveways, except as otherwise prohibited in
this Ordinance.

Section 3.29 ZERO LOT LINE

Except as may be allowed by this Ordinance, and where side and rear yard setbacks are not
required, a structure may not be located on a lot closer than ten (10) feet to a structure located
on adjacent property unless it complies with all applicable building codes of the Village
concerning fire-rated construction.

A building proposed to be located on a lot adjacent to vacant property:
1. Shall not be less than five (5) feet from the common boundary of the properties: or
2. If to be located on the common boundary, site plan approval for such building shall be

conditioned upon the owner of the adjacent parcel, granting the applicant a maintenance
easement ten (10) feet in width and parallel to the common boundary of the properties.
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New structures erected on a lot line abutting an existing structure, or to be located less than

ten (10) feet from a structure on adjacent land, shall comply with all applicable building codes
of the Village concerning fire-rated construction.
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ARTICLE 4: ENVIRONMENTAL PROVISIONS

Section 4.00 INTENT

The intent of the Environmental Provisions is to preserve the quality and character of the
Village’s environment by regulating man-made development and by conserving natural
resources. The requirements of this Section are promulgated pursuant to the following
objectives:

e Screen and buffer incompatible views and activities within and between uses.

e Define the limits of site functions and areas.

e Reduce or eliminate glare into and from adjacent sites and activities.

e Reduce dust and other pollutants from the air.

e Control noise and provide acoustical modification into and from adjacent sites.

e Contain odors and minimize their passage into and from adjacent sites.

e Control the direction and velocity of surface water runoff and minimize soil erosion.

e Moderate interior and exterior temperatures by controlling solar radiation on buildings and
paved surfaces.

e Continue aesthetic quality of property and preserve its value.

e Continue and enhance the visual quality of the Village.

Section 4.01 LANDSCAPING AND SCREENING REQUIREMENTS

Whenever there is development in any multiple family, mobile home park, commercial or
industrial zoning district which abuts a single-family zoning district, a decorative masonry wall,
fence greenbelt or landscaped earthen berm shall be constructed along the common boundary
of both sites meeting the following specific requirements:

1. Walls

a. Walls shall be constructed of decorative poured reinforced concrete with a brick
embossed pattern, reinforced protective face brick with bollards, or similar decorative
building material determined to be acceptable by the Planning Commission. The color
of facing or brick shall be compatible with brick used on the site and shall be durable,
weather resistant and easy to maintain. Masonry units shall be integrally colored at the
factory or stained on-site.

b. Walls shall be placed on the lot line when practical and shall have no openings for
vehicular traffic or other purposes, except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance and
except such openings, and the arrangement of such, as may be approved by the
Planning Commission for the purposes of public safety. Where walls are pierced, the
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openings shall be so spaced as to continue the overall obscuring character required and
shall not reduce the minimum height requirement.

The foundation of any wall shall be constructed to meet the requirements of the
applicable Village Building Code. Masonry walls shall have a durable cap meeting the
requirements of the Building Department.

No such wall shall be painted, nor shall it be constructed of exposed concrete block,
cinder block or wood products.

All required protective walls or greenbelts shall be located so that they screen the
structures, uses or both required to be screened by this Ordinance. This Ordinance shall
not require screening along the entire length of a property if that is not necessary to
screen the structures or uses.

All walls or greenbelts required by this Ordinance shall be completely installed before
the issuance of an occupancy permit for the use of the premises, except as provided
hereinafter.

In any case where the development of the land or buildings or both has been fully
completed and an occupancy permit would otherwise be issued, and the completed
installation of the wall, greenbelt and/or landscaping required is prevented by inclement
weather or acts of nature beyond the control of the owner, the owner may receive an
extension of no more than six (6) months subject to the requirements of this Ordinance.

Maintenance of the wall, or any other substituted screening device, shall be the
responsibility of the property owner on whose property such wall or screen is located.

The height of the required wall shall be determined by the Planning Commission during
site plan review, taking into account the characteristics of the site and the adjoining
uses. In determining the height the Planning Commission shall consider the height of the
material or activity being screened and the height of the adjacent land. When the
adjacent property is higher than the property that is being screened, a greater wall
height may be required to provide the intended effect.

2. Greenbelts

b. The minimum width for all greenbelts shall be ten (10) feet.

C.

The selection, spacing and size of plant material shall be such as to create, within a five
(5) year period from the date of planting, a horizontal, obscuring effect for the entire
length of the required greenbelt area, and a vertical obscuring effect of such height as to
properly screen abutting uses.
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Plant materials selected for use under this Section shall be planted according to the
following space requirements:

(1) Plant materials shall not be placed closer than four (4) feet from the fence line or
property line.

(2) Where plant materials are planted in two (2) or more rows, planting shall be
staggered in rows.

(3) Evergreen trees shall be planted not more than twenty (20) feet on center when
planted in informal groupings, or twelve (12) feet on center when planted in a
single row.

(4) Narrow evergreens shall be planted not more than ten (10) feet on center when
planted in informal groupings, or five (5) feet on center when planted in rows.

All planting materials shall meet the minimum size specifications specified in Section
4.01.7.

All greenbelts required by this Ordinance shall be completely installed before the
issuance of an occupancy permit for the use of the premises, except as provided
hereinafter.

In any case where the development of the land or buildings or both has been fully
completed and an occupancy permit would otherwise be issued, and the completed
installation of the greenbelt required is prevented by inclement weather or acts of
nature beyond the control of the owner, the owner may receive an extension of no
more than six (6) months subject to the requirements of this Ordinance.

Maintenance of the greenbelt shall be the responsibility of the property owner on
whose property such wall or screen is located.

3. Berms

a.

Berms shall be designed to be consistent with the architectural character of the
building(s) to be located on the site and shall consist of landscaped earth mounds
possessing a maximum slope ratio of four (4’) feet horizontal to one (1’) foot vertical,
except where retaining walls are used. Side slopes shall be designed and planted with
sod or hydro seeded to prevent erosion.

All berms required by this Ordinance shall be completely installed before the issuance
of an occupancy permit for the use of the premises, except as provided hereinafter.

In any case where the development of the land or buildings or both has been fully
completed and an occupancy permit would otherwise be issued, and the completed
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installation of the berm required is prevented by inclement weather or acts of nature
beyond the control of the owner, the owner may receive an extension of no more than
six (6) months subject to the requirements of this Ordinance.

d. Maintenance of the berm shall be the responsibility of the property owner on whose
property such wall or screen is located.

4. Fencing
a. The height of the fence shall not exceed six (6) feet.

b. All fences shall be constructed with pressure-treated lumber or vinyl. Chain link fences
for the purpose of this section are prohibited.

c. The construction of the fence shall meet the requirements of Section 3.18 and the
Almont Village Building Code.

d. The style of the fence may include shadow-box or flat face privacy fences provided the
fence provides for buffering of sound, light and visibility. If the selected style has a
finished and unfinished side, the finished side shall face the adjacent property.

5. General Requirements

Whenever any yard (front, side or rear) is not designated for building, off-street parking,
loading and unloading, storage or other purpose within the terms and requirements of a
given zoning district, it shall be landscaped with either approved natural materials or
living plant materials which shall be maintained in an aesthetically pleasing condition.
(See Figure 4-1)

See Figure 4-1

REAR LOT LINE

AREA WHERE LANDSCAPING,
, INCLUDING GRASS LAWN
SHALL BE MAINTAINED
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STREET (FRONT LOT LINE)
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Whenever, in this Ordinance, a landscape treatment is required, it shall be in
accordance with the specific use as mentioned in this Section. All landscaping shall
consist either of approved natural materials or living plant materials. All landscaped
areas shall be protected from the encroachment of vehicles by curbing or other suitable
device approved by the Planning Commission. Property owners shall maintain their
required landscaping in a healthy condition.

A detailed landscape plan for all yard areas shall be submitted to the Planning
Commission showing the names (common and botanical), location, spacing, starting size
and planting and staking details of all plantings to be installed, and the location and
types of all natural materials proposed to be included in the landscape treatment of the
yard areas. This provision shall apply to all landscaped yards including those expanded
beyond the minimum setback requirements of this Ordinance. This landscape plan shall
be reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission.

Existing significant trees, tree stands, natural vegetation and wildlife habitat shall be
integrated into the site landscape plan to the maximum extent possible. The plan shall
comply with the Wooded Area Preservation provisions in subsection 9 of this article.

Undeveloped portions and subsequent phases of the site shall be seeded, mowed and
maintained.

The Planning Commission may approve constructed features of other materials such as
masonry walls or brick, stone and cobblestone pavement as a supplement or substitute,
upon a showing by the applicant that general plantings will not prosper at the intended
location.

Landscaping shall be planted, landscape elements shall be installed, and earth moving or
grading performed in a sound workmanlike manner and according to accepted good
planting and grading procedures, with the quality of plant materials and grading as
hereinafter described.

Maintenance. The owner of property required to be landscaped by this Section shall
continue such landscaping in good condition so as to present a healthy, neat and orderly
appearance, free from refuse and debris. All plant materials shall be continuously
maintained in a sound, weed-free, healthy and vigorous growing condition and shall be
kept free of plant diseases and insect pests. All unhealthy and dead material shall be
replaced within one (1) year or the next appropriate planting period, whichever comes
first.

Quality. Plant and grass materials shall be of acceptable varieties and species, free of

pests and diseases, hardy in Lapeer County, and shall conform to standards of the
American Association of Nurserymen and the Village of Almont, and shall have passed
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any inspections required under State Regulations. No plant materials used to satisfy
some or all planting requirements of this Section shall be compromised of non-living
materials, except as provided herein.

Approved ground cover used in lieu of grass, in whole or in part, shall be planted in such
a manner as to present a finished appearance and reasonably complete coverage after
one (1) complete growing season, with at least three (3) plants per square foot.

Lawn Grass. Grass areas shall be planted in species normally grown as permanent lawns
in Lapeer County. Grass may be plugged, sprigged, seeded or sodded except that rolled
sod, erosion reducing net or suitable mulch shall be used in swales or other areas
subject to erosion. Grass, sod and seed shall be clean and free of weeds and noxious
pests or diseases.

Where storm water retention is required, such improvements shall be designed and
continued as attractive amenities and incorporated into the site landscaping plan
whenever practical and feasible.

6. Design Objectives

a.

The following general design objectives and criteria shall be considered in the evaluation
of landscape plans:

(1) Ample variety and quantity of ornamental plants, trees and shrubs should be
provided. A few dominant types are usually chosen with subordinate types
interspersed for accent. Repeating some types creates unity, but no types should
be overused. Variety should be achieved with respect to seasonal changes,
species selected, texture, color and size at maturity.

(2) Landscaping should be encouraged that will serve the functions of enhancing the
visual environment, ensuring public safety by maintaining maximum visibility of
public and semi-public spaces, moderating the microclimate and minimizing
nuisances.

(3) Landscaping should serve to integrate the project with the site, with a particular
sensitivity to the natural topography, drainage and existing native vegetation. It
should enhance the architecture of surrounding structures, when possible, by
being of similar scale.

(4) Preservation of the existing landscape material and landforms is mandatory,

particularly where mature trees are a part of the site to the standards of this
Section.
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Visual variety should be the aim of landscaping treatment. Landscaping should be
used to break up large expanses of pavement.

Local soil, water, and other climatic conditions should be considered when
choosing landscape materials to create optimum conditions for their survival and
to ensure that they will thrive with a minimum amount of maintenance.

Landscaping should be protected from vehicular and pedestrian encroachment.
Raised planting surfaces and the use of curbs are ways of achieving this objective.

The aesthetic and functional aspects of the proposed landscaping, both at
installation and at maturity, shall be a paramount consideration in review and
approval by the Planning Commission.

7. Plants and Materials

a. All plant materials used shall be placed in fertile soil with good surface drainage and
shall be given reasonable maintenance necessary to ensure their healthy existence and
survival. All natural materials shall be continued, refurbished or replaced, as necessary,
to ensure a positive aesthetic quality.

b. All proposed landscaped plantings shall meet the minimum size requirements specified
in the following table.
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Evergreens:

Fir

Spruce

Pine

Hemlock

Douglas Fir

Narrow Evergreen Trees:
Red Cedar

Arborvitae

Juniper (selected varieties)
Large Deciduous Trees:
Oak

Maple

Beech

Linden

Ash

Ginko (male only)
Honeylocust (seedless,
thornless)

Birch

Sycamore

Small Deciduous Trees
(Ornamental):
Flowering Dogwood
(disease resistant)
Flowering Cherry, Plum,
Pear

Hawthorne (thornless)
Redbud

Magnolia

Flowering Crabapple
Mountain Ash
Hornbeam

Russian Olive

Large Evergreen Shrubs:
Irish Yew

Hicks Yew

PLANT MATERIAL SIZE

Article 4
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Minimum Size Allowable

Height Caliper
56 34 2-3 18”27 2" 21/2”
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

18”-2’ 2" 2 gal.
Spread Peat Container
Pot
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Upright Yew

Spreading Yew

Pfitzer Juniper

Savin Juniper

Mugho Pine

Small Evergreen Shrubs:
Brown’s, Ward’s Sebion Yew
Dwarf Spreading Juniper
Dwarf Mugho Pine
Euonymous Varieties
Large Deciduous Shrubs:
Honeysuckle

Lilac

Border Privet (hedge
plantings)

Sumac

Buckthorn

Pyrancantha

Weigela

Flowering Quince
Barberry

Cotoneaster (Peking &
spreading)

Sargent Crabapple
Dogwood (Red Osier &
Grey)

Euonymous Varieties
Viburnum Varieties

Tail Hedge (hedge planting)
Small Deciduous Shrubs:
Dwarf Winged

Regal Privet

Fragrant Sumac
Japanese Quince
Cotoneaster (Rockspray,
Cranberry)

PLANT MATERIAL SIZE
Minimum Size Allowable

Article 4

Environmental Provisions

Height Caliper
56 34 2-3 18”27 2" 21/2”
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

18”_2[
Spread

X X X X

X X X X

2)!
Peat
Pot

2 gal.
Container
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PLANT MATERIAL SIZE
Minimum Size Allowable

Height Caliper
18”-2’ 2" 2 gal.
Spread Peat  Container
5-6 3-4 2-3 18”-2" 2" 21/2" Pot
Ground Cover:
Periwinkle X
Baltic lvy X
Euonymous Varieties X
Hall Honeysuckle X
Pachysandra X
Vines:
Euonymous Varieties X
Virginia Creeper X
Baltic lvy X
Wisteria X

8. Where a landscape plan is required, the following materials are specifically prohibited:

Boxelder

Soft Maple (red silver)

Ash

Poplar

Willow

Horse Chestnut (nut bearing)
Tree of Heaven

Catalpa

Fruit-bearing trees

All thorned trees and shrubs
Ribes (Gooseberry)
Cottonwood

AT T oo o 00 T ow

9. Preservation of Wooded Areas. The intent of this subsection is to preserve the wooded
areas of the Village of AlImont to the extent preservation is compatible with reasonableness
and the following purposes:

e Slope stabilization and erosion control
e Conserving water quality

e Continuing a micro climate

e Filtering pollution from the atmosphere
e Decreasing noise

e Providing a habitat for wildlife
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e Visual character

Recognizing the above-cited benefits of vegetation and woodlands, it is important to integrate
these natural features into future development to improve the community’s environmental
qualities and to enhance the visual character of the constructed environment. Site plan review
by the Planning Commission shall be consistent with this intent and the following provisions:
The developer shall provide the Planning Commission with a detailed description of the natural
features and characteristics located on the site to be developed. Alterations of the site, such as
tree removal, shrub and ground cover removal, regarding or filling, is prohibited before the
submission of an inventory and preservation plan to the Planning Commission. Any such site
alteration shall be considered a violation of the Ordinance and may require substantial
replacement before site plan approval.

The goals for wooded area preservation are:

One-Family Residential Subdivisions Exempt*
One-Family Residential Acreage 35%
Multiple-Family 25%

Mobile Home Park State Jurisdiction
Office 20%

Central Business District None

General Commercial 10%

Industrial 10%

The Planning Commission shall weigh buffering and other landscaping requirements
with the preservation of existing wooded areas when those existing wooded areas fulfill
the intent of those requirements. The Planning Commission may reduce the percentage
of retained woods below the specified goals where the following are demonstrated: no
prudent alternative building location is available; the location of quality or specimen
trees; the diversity of the wood lot; and the condition of the trees (dead or diseased).
The Planning Commission may condition a reduction in required tree preservation on
the planting of replacement trees or other vegetation or both. The applicant will be
required to maintain the approved percentage of wooded area.

Section 4.02 PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS

The intent of these requirements is to enhance the visual environment of the Village; to
promote public safety; to moderate heat, wind and other local climatic effects produced by
parking lots; and to minimize nuisances, particularly noise and glare.
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1. Interior Parking Lot Landscaping

All interior parking lots shall incorporate and provide curbed tree planting spaces providing
not less than fifty (50) square feet of land area per each tree planted. Trees shall be placed
somewhat evenly, either symmetrically or asymmetrically, throughout the parking area.
The number of trees required shall be based on a ratio of one (1) tree for each six (6)
parking spaces, or fraction thereof. Small parking lots with a capacity of less than twenty
(20) spaces may place the required trees next to the parking lot rather than within the
parking lot. The minimum size of all parking lot trees shall be one and one-half (1 1/2)
inches caliper at the time of planting. The following types of trees or similar types are
considered to be suitable for parking lots and other intense urban conditions:

Norway Maple

Tulip Tree (Magnolia)

Austrian and Red Pine

Moraine, Skyline, Majestic and Sunburst Locusts

oo oo

2. Vision Clearance

To ensure that landscape materials do not constitute a driving hazard, clear vision site
triangles shall be established at all street intersections and at the intersection of site
driveways and streets. See Section 3.07 CORNER CLEARANCE. Internal parking lot
landscaping improvements should be located to avoid blocking the vision of drivers within
the parking lot.

Section 4.03 GREEN BELTS REQUIRED ALONG THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

A green belt shall be planted adjacent to the right-of-way of any public street for projects
requiring site plan review. The green belt plantings shall be planted within the required
setback. The Planning Commission may allow such planting to be placed anywhere within the
front yard if there is no front yard parking. The green belt shall meet the following standards:

1. Use of Living Material
The green belt shall include only living materials and planting beds, except for approved
sidewalks, signs, driveways and essential services.

2. Density of Trees
The green belt shall include one (1) deciduous canopy or coniferous tree per thirty (30)
linear feet of the frontage including any openings for driveways, sidewalks or easements.
This requirement may be reduced or waived by the Planning Commission with the showing
of necessity by the applicant.
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3. Use of Coniferous Trees
The Planning Commission may approve substitution of coniferous trees for up to fifty (50%)
percent of the required green belt trees upon determining evergreens would be consistent
with the existing character of the area.

4. Vision Triangle / Emergency Access
Landscaping material arrangement shall ensure adequate site visibility for motorists,
adequate clearance for pedestrians and vehicles and accessibility to fire hydrants and other
means of ingress/egress, as required by the police chief or building inspector. Plant
materials shall comply with Section 3.07 CORNER CLEARANCE

5. Planning Commission Waiver
In applying these requirements during site plan review, the Planning Commission may
reduce the requirements when they determine that due to characteristics of the proposed
site or use the establishment of the right-of-way greenbelt is not necessary or desirable.

Section 4.04 LOCATION AND SCREENING OF TRASH RECEPTACLES

The location of trash receptacles shall be indicated on a site plan. All such trash receptacles
shall be located so as to facilitate collection and minimize any negative impact on persons
occupying the development site, neighboring properties, site traffic circulation patterns, or any
public right-of-way.

All trash receptacles shall be screened on three (3) sides by decorative masonry walls which are
similar to, or compatible with, the exterior construction materials used elsewhere on site
fences made of pressure treated wood or vinyl. Chain link fencing with view obscuring slats or
wooden fencing shall not be considered to be suitable screening materials. All trash
receptacles shall be placed on a concrete pad having a minimum dimension of six (6) inches by
ten (10) feet by ten (10) feet.

The height of the masonry screening shall be six (6) feet in height. The walls shall be
maintained so as to remain structurally sound and neat and clean in appearance. Trash shall
not be allowed to overflow from the receptacle. Trash receptacles shall be so located and
arranged to minimize their visibility from adjacent streets and uses. No trash receptacle shall
be placed any closer than forty (40) feet to any residence on an adjacent parcel. All trash
receptacles shall be located on site to be as accessible as possible without interfering with
vehicular circulation patterns. Trash receptacles shall be located to minimize their impact on
any adjoining residential zoning districts.

If usage patterns determine that the number of trash receptacles provided on-site is
insufficient, additional receptacles may be required by the Zoning Administrator. Any additional
trash receptacles so provided shall be located and constructed according to the standards
contained herein.
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Section 4.05 EXTERIOR LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS

Lighting in all use districts shall conform to the following requirements as to type, location and
intensity.

1. All exterior lighting shall be clearly shown on a site plan with appropriate symbols and
labeling. Lighting intensity and shielding details shall be noted for all exterior lighting.

2. All outdoor lighting used to light the general area of a specific site shall be shielded to
reduce glare and shall be so arranged as to reflect lights away from all adjacent residential
property.

3. All outdoor lighting shall be directed toward and confined to the ground areas of lawns or
parking lots, except as noted in 4 below.

4. Lighting used for the external illumination of buildings, so as to feature the building, shall be
placed and shielded so as not to interfere with the vision of persons traveling along the
adjacent highway or the adjacent property.

5. Artificial light shall be maintained stationary and constant in intensity and color at all times
when in use. There shall be no flashing, oscillating, moving or intermittent type of lighting
or illumination. In addition, there shall be no exposed bare bulb illumination of any kind
exposed to public view.

6. No lighting shall exceed a maximum height of fifteen (15) feet.

7. All lighting should be appropriate to the site and its surrounding in terms of style, scale and
intensity of illumination. The use of site floodlighting, building-mounted or otherwise, or
tall “freeway type” fixtures is prohibited. Pack lighting and other types of wall-mounted
lighting is permitted. Low wattage systems are recommended, and all site lighting shall be

shielded.

8. The lighting of pedestrian walkways and plazas may include either shielded or exposed
sources, but the height and intensity of the light shall be subdued.

9. All lighting shall receive required electrical permits.
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Section 4.06 SCREENING OF ROOF-MOUNTED APPLIANCES

In all non-residential zoning districts, roof-mounted appliances including, but not limited to, air
conditioners, heating apparatus, dust collectors, filters, transformers and any other such
appliance or apparatus, shall be enclosed on all sides by opaque walls so as not to be visible
from off the site. The design of the screening device shall be compatible with the architectural
design of the building upon which it is located.
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ARTICLE 5: SIGNS

Section 5.01 SIGN REGULATIONS

1. Purpose

The provisions of this Ordinance are intended to provide for the necessary means of visual
identification while continuing a safe and pleasant environment for the residents of the
Village of Almont, local business owners, and our guests. The Village recognizes that sign
regulation enforcement must be conducted with the utmost respect for residents, property
owners, and other affected entities. The Zoning Administrator shall enforce this Ordinance
and issue permitted exceptions to its provisions with the primary objective of administering
it in an equitable manner.

2. Definitions
The following is a list of terms and definitions that are used within this Ordinance.

A-FRAME SIGN - A portable sign that has two sides (‘faces’), is sturdy and self-supporting,
conveys a message, and is displayed in a manner that it appears to be an upside down V.

ABANDONED SIGN - Any sign that advertises a business, lessor, owner, product, service or
activity that is no longer located on the premises where the sign is displayed.

ANIMATED OR MOVING SIGNS - A sign that uses movement, lighting, or special materials to
depict action or create a special effect to imitate movement.

AWNING SIGN: A sign affixed flat against the surface of an awning. An awning is a
retractable or fixed shelter constructed of non-rigid materials on a supporting framework
that projects from the exterior wall of a building.

BILLBOARD - A sign that identifies or communicates a commercial or noncommercial
message related to an activity conducted, a service rendered, or a commodity sold at a
location other than where the sign is located.

CANOPY SIGN: A sign affixed flat against the surface of a canopy. A canopy is a fixed shelter
constructed of rigid materials on a supporting framework that projects from the exterior
wall of a building. A canopy may also be a free-standing structure over gas station pump
islands.
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CONTRACTOR/CONSTRUCTION SIGN: Any sign identifying the names of the project
developers, contractors, engineers, architects and financial institutions, which is located on
a site being developed or improved.

DIRECTIONAL SIGNS - An on-site sign that is designed and erected solely for the purposes of
directing vehicular or pedestrian traffic or both within a project.

DIRECTORY OF TENANT SIGNS: A sign which advertises two (2) or more businesses which:
1. Are located on a single parcel of property; or

2. Are connected by common walls, partitions, canopies, or other structural members

to form a continuous building or group of buildings; or

3. Share a common parking area; or

4. Otherwise present the appearance of a single, contiguous business area.

ELECTRONIC/DIGITAL/LED SIGNS: Electronic signs include electronic message boards and
changeable message centers, multi-media or computer-controlled variable message signs,
and similar devices.

FOOT-CANDLE - A unit of illumination produced on a surface, all points of which are one (1)
foot from a uniform point source of one (1) candle.

FREE-STANDING/PYLON SIGN - A sign in a fixed location supported by pole(s) or post(s) but
unattached to any building, wall or fence.

GLARING ILLUMINATION - Light of such brilliance that causes temporary blindness or
impaired vision or that affects the aesthetic value of surrounding structures or property.

GROUND SIGNS: A three-dimensional, self-supporting, base-mounted freestanding sign,
consisting of two (2) or more sides extending up from the base, and upon which a message,
business, group of businesses or center name is affixed.

MEMORIAL SIGNS: A non-illuminated sign, tablet, or plaque memorializing a person, event,
structure, or site.

OFF-PREMISE SIGN: A sign which identifies a use or advertises products and services not
available on the site or parcel on which the sign is located (e.g. billboards, garage sale signs,

residential open house signs, signs providing directions to a business).

ON-PREMISE SIGN: A sign which identifies a use or advertises products and services
available on the site or parcel on which the sign is located.

POLITICAL SIGN - Any sign that advertises a candidate or an issue which is to be voted on in
a local, state or federal election process.
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PORTABLE SIGNS: A sign designed to be moved easily and not permanently attached to the
ground, a structure, or a building, including signs with wheels, poster panel signs, signs
mounted on vehicles for advertising purposes, hot-air and gas filled balloons, pennants,
streamers, ribbons, pinwheels, non-governmental flags and searchlights.

PROJECTING SIGN - An outdoor sign attached to a building at a right angle.

PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY - Any way designed for vehicular or pedestrian use and continued
with public funds.

REAL ESTATE ADVERTISING SIGN: A sign advertising the real estate upon which the sign is
located as being for sale, rent, or lease.

REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT SIGN: A sign that is designed to promote the sale or rental of
lots, homes, or building space in a real estate development (such as a subdivision or
shopping center) which is under construction on the parcel on which the sign is located.

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IDENTIFICATION SIGN: A permanent on-premises sign
identifying a vehicular entrance to a residential subdivision or residential complex.

RESIDENTIAL NAMEPLATE SIGN: A sign not exceeding two (2) square feet in area indicating
the name of an occupant. Such a sign shall not contain advertising of any nature.

SIGN - An object, device, or structure, or part thereof situated outdoors, and used to
advertise, identify, display, direct or attract attention to an object, person, institution,
organization, business, product, service, event or location, by any means including words,
letters, figures, design, symbols, advertising flags, fixtures, colors, illuminations or projected
images.

SIGN AREA - The facing of a sign, including copy, insignia, background, structural supports
and borders. The structural supports shall be excluded if they do not constitute a major part
of the sign or if the structure is not used to identify or attract attention to the business or
product.

SPECIAL PURPOSE SIGNS: Temporary and portable signs containing public messages
concerning non-commercial special events that are of a religious, charitable, social or
educational nature.

TEMPORARY SIGN - A promotional sale sign(s), charitable sign(s), fund-raising sign(s),

garage sale sign(s) or similar sign(s) to be removed at the conclusion of a single event or
within a certain time frame.
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TENANT IDENTIFICATION WALL SIGNS: Wall signage on a building that identifies business
occupants of a structure.

TIME AND TEMPERATURE SIGN: A sign displaying only the current time and temperature.
Such signs shall be a part of another sign and their size shall count towards the overall sign
area requirement.

WALL SIGN - A sign attached against the exterior surface of a building.
Permit Administrative Procedures

Except as specifically excluded from the provisions of this Ordinance, it shall be unlawful for
any person to post, display, substantially change, or erect a sign within the Village without
first obtaining a sign permit. An application for a permit may be concurrent with an
application for site plan review, as long as all requirements hereunder are met by the
applicant. Failure to obtain a permit constitutes a civil infraction.

a. Application Process.

Where the Zoning Administrator or Planning Commission determines that certain
requirements of this Section are not necessary to the review and understanding of the
application, the Zoning Administrator or the Planning Commission may waive the
requirements.

Applications for sign permits shall be filed by the sign owner or their agent upon forms
furnished by the Village. Such applications shall be accompanied by a site plan, sign drawing
and sign data presented in accordance with the following requirements and showing the
following:

(1) The site plan shall show the location of existing and proposed sign(s) and all existing
and proposed structures within two hundred (200) feet of the sign(s).

(2) The site plan shall show the location of existing and proposed streets, roadways,
parking areas, signs, entrances and exits within two hundred (200) feet of the
proposed sign(s).

(3) Drawings of the proposed sign(s) to be erected or installed on the site shall be
submitted with the site plan and shall include all of the following detailed
information:

(a) Height of the sign above the ground
(b) Surface of the sign (material, color, and dimensions)
(c) Area of sign surface.
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(d) Lettering of sign drawn as it will appear on the erected sign. It need not be in
the style of the finished sign, but must be neatly printed in the size and of a
weight approximating that of the final constructed sign.

(e) Method and color of illumination, if any.

(f) Logos, emblems or additional features.

(g) Such additional information as the Zoning Administrator the Planning
Commission considers necessary or pertinent to the application.

(h) A drawing of the total building wall upon whose face the sign is to be displayed
at a reasonable scale.

(i) Color swatches or samples depicting actual sign colors and materials shall
accompany applications for sign permits for shopping centers and office
buildings with multiple wall signs.

Copies of the application and all plans and supplemental statements of information shall be
filed with the Zoning Administrator, together with the fee as shall be established by
resolution of the Village Council and which shall be sufficient to cover the cost of
administration and the reasonable expenses incurred by and for inspection and review by
the Village or its consultants. If a non-profit, church, charitable organization or other similar
entity wishes to request a waiver of this fee, a representative of that entity must appear in
front of the Village Council to make such a request and demonstrate a showing of good
cause as to why such a waiver would be needed. The Village Council retains the right to
accept or reject such requests.

b. Granting and Issuance of Permit

Upon receiving all necessary documents, the Zoning Administrator shall review the
application for conformity with the requirements of this Ordinance. After such a review, the
following actions may be taken:

(1) The Zoning Administrator can either approve or deny the application. Approval may
be conditioned upon compliance with reasonable regulations or limitations.

(2) The Zoning Administrator may refer the application to the Planning Commission if
information appears incomplete or if there are large outstanding questions about site
plan information at the time of submittal to the Administrator. The Planning
Commission may approve an application, deny an application or approve it with
reasonable regulations or limitations.

Such approval or denial by the Zoning Administrator shall be done within a reasonable
amount of time following the receipt of any materials. Upon approval, the Zoning
Administrator shall issue a permit. An issued permit shall not be assigned or transferred in
any manner if the sign or signs covered by the permit are to be altered.
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c. Procedures for Suspension and Revocation

The Zoning Administrator, or the Village Council, may suspend a sign permit or order the
removal of a sigh whenever:

(1) Any provision of this section is violated.
(2) Any condition of the permit is not being observed.
(3) Itis necessary to protect public health, safety or welfare.

Following the suspension of a permit, the permit holder shall be notified by a Village
representative that the Village Council will review the action of suspension at its next
regular meeting to determine whether the permit should be reinstated, suspended for
an additional amount of time, as determined by Council or permanently revoked.

d. Procedures for Inspection and Maintenance

(1) All new signs for which a permit has been issued shall be inspected by the Zoning
Administrator when erected. Approval shall be granted only if the sign has been
constructed in compliance with the approved plans and applicable Zoning
Ordinance and Building Code standards.

(2) In cases where fastenings or anchorages are to be eventually bricked in or
otherwise enclosed, the sign erector shall advise the Zoning Administrator or their
designate when such fastenings are to be installed so that inspection may be
completed before enclosure.

(3) The Zoning Administrator shall also have the authority to routinely enter onto
property to inspect existing signs. In conducting such inspections, the Zoning
Administrator shall determine whether the sign is adequately supported, painted
to prevent corrosion, and so secured to the building or other support as to safely
bear the weight of the sign and pressure created by the wind.

(4) If the Zoning Administrator finds that any sign is unsafe, insecure, improperly
constructed, or poorly maintained, the sign erector, owner of the sign, or owner of
the land shall make the sign safe and secure by completing any necessary re-
construction or repairs, or entirely remove the sign in accordance with the
timetable established by the Zoning Administrator.

e. Procedures for the Removal of Obsolete or Abandoned Signs
Any sign that advertises a business that has been discontinued for at least ninety (90) days or

that advertises a product or service that is no longer offered shall be considered abandoned.
Upon vacating a commercial or industrial establishment, the proprietor shall be responsible for
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removal of all signs used in conjunction with the business. If the building is unoccupied for
more than thirty (30) days, the previous business’ sign information must be removed. In such
cases, the sign must be maintained in good condition and any openings must be covered with
appropriate panels. Permanent signs applicable to a business temporarily suspended by a
change in ownership or management shall not be considered abandoned unless the structure
remains vacant for at least six (6) months. Abandoned signs may be ordered removed by the
Zoning Administrator and the cost thereof charged against the owner of the property upon
which it was installed.

f. Dangerous, Unsafe, Abandoned and lllegally Erected Signs

The following standards shall apply to dangerous, unsafe, abandoned and illegally erected
signs:

(1) Dangerous Signs. Any sign constituting an immediate hazard to health or safety shall
be deemed a nuisance and may be immediately removed by the Village and the cost
thereof charged against the owner of the property upon which it was installed.

(2) Unsafe Signs. Any sign that becomes insecure, in danger of falling or otherwise
unsafe but is not considered an immediate danger may also be ordered removed by
the Zoning Administrator and the cost thereof charged against the owner of the
property upon which it was installed.

(3) Ilegally Erected Signs. The Zoning Administrator shall order the removal of any sign
erected illegally in violation of this article and the cost of each removal shall be
charged against the owner of the property upon which it was installed.

5. General Regulations
The following conditions shall apply to permitted signs:

a. Allsigns addressed in these regulations are assumed to be on premise signs unless
explicitly stated as being off-premise signs.

b. Right-of-Way Encroachment. No signs except those established and maintained by the
Village, County, State or Federal government, shall be located in, project into, or
overhang a public right-of-way or dedicated public easement, except projecting signs
within the Central Business District.

c. Projecting Signs. Projecting signs that do not extend farther than four (4) feet from a
building structure must be approved by the Zoning Administrator before such a sign is
erected, based upon whether the proposed sign would or would not interfere with
existing projecting signs.
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d. Sign Lighting.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

No light in excess of one-quarter (1/4) foot candle from sign illumination shall spill
over onto a residential use or use district. (Intensity to be measured at the
residential district or residence property line, whichever is closer to the sign.)

Specialty lighting, such as neon accent lighting or an “open” sign, may be
permitted by the Planning Commission at site plan review on a finding that the
proposal is in character with the use and not detrimental to other uses in the
vicinity. Neon lighting shall only be lit during daytime business hours, unless
approved by the Planning Commission.

Floodlight illumination, when permitted, shall be positioned so that none of the
light shines onto adjoining property or is a distraction to motorists or pedestrians.
The light source of such illumination shall be shielded from public view.

Within residential districts, colored sign lights shall not be permitted unless
approved by the Planning Commission. This provision, however, shall not be
construed to prevent residents from reasonably using colored lights for a holiday
display or other event that is no more objectionable in nature than a holiday
display.

e. Setbacks. All signs, both permanent and temporary, shall observe the following setbacks:

(1)

(2)

Accessory ground or pylon signs may be located in the required front yard except
that in no case shall they be located closer than ten (10) feet to the right-of-way
line or closer than ten (10) feet to any property line.

Ground signs exceeding three feet, eight inches (3’ 8”) in height shall be set back
an additional twenty (20) feet from the setbacks referenced above, unless the
following standards are met:

(a) The visibility of pedestrians and vehicles is in no way impaired.

(b) The sign does not encroach in a clear vision corner triangle of thirty (30) feet
measured along the abutting road right-of-way and driveway to the site.

(c) Pole mounted signs with a clear vision triangle at the bottom of a sign which is
at least 8 feet above the ground are allowed.

f. Maximum Number of Signs. Each individual office business or industrial establishment
occupying its own site or lot is entitled to display not more than two (2) signs, except as
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modified elsewhere in this Ordinance. One shall be a freestanding sign, fronting the street
or highway to which the establishment has its principal access. The second permitted sign
shall be a front wall sign. If a building occupying an individual site or lot has two (2) tenants
with separate businesses, then the site shall be permitted one (1) ground or pylon sign and
two (2) wall signs. Within the Central Business District, each business may be allowed not
more than two (2) signs that meet total size requirement.

g. Other Signs. No sign shall be attached to either utility poles, trees, or other structures
not specifically authorized by this Ordinance.

Prohibited Signs

Dangerous Signs

Unsafe Signs

Abandoned Signs

lllegally Erected Signs

Flashing Lights. No festoon, flashing, animated or moving or bare bulb-type signs or displays shall be permitted

Right-of-Way Encroachment. No signs except those established and maintained by the Village, County, State or
Federal government, shall be located in, project into, or overhang a public right-of-way or dedicated public

easement, except projecting signs within the Central Business District.

Other Signs. No sign shall be attached to either utility poles, trees, or other structures not specifically authorized

by this Ordinance.

Exempt Signs
Type of Sign Maximum Size Maximum Maximum Other Requirements
Height Number
Temporary Window Signs Do not occupy Any In non-residential areas
more than thirty number
(30%) percent of as long as
the total window N/A they do
area not
exceed
maximum
SF
Residential Nameplate Signs Six (6) square feet One sign is e Notilluminated,
within residential districts that permitted e  Mounted flat against the wall of the

are placed on a dwelling for a
permitted home occupation or

for each side
of the

dwelling unit

for professional purposes N/A building for
which there
isan
entrance
Political Signs Sixteen (16) square | Five (5) feetin
feet in a residential | residential
district districts Set back at least ten (10) feet from the
N/A public right-of-way.

Thirty-two (32)
square feet in all
other districts

Ten (10) feet
in
nonresidential
districts
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Exempt Signs
Type of Sign Maximum Size Maximum Maximum Other Requirements
Height Number
Memorial signs with the names Six (6) square feet One sign is Cut into any masonry surface or
of buildings or a date of erection permitted constructed of non-combustible
for each side materials
N/A of the Not permitted for residences
building for
which there
isan
entrance
Reader/Bulletin Temporary Sixteen (16) square | Five (5) feet One (1) per Is located on the premises of the
Changeable Message signs for feet lot institutions
public charitable, educational or At least twenty (20) feet from any
religious institutions property line.
Contractor/Construction Signs Sixteen (16) square | Five (5) feetin | One (1) per All such signs shall be removed from the
denoting the business name of feet in residential residential lot, two (2) site within seven (7) days after the issuance
the building, the architect, districts forty-eight | districts on corner lot | of an occupancy permit
engineer, contractor, and (48) square feet in (1 facing
anticipated completion, nonresidential Eight (8) feet each street)
alteration or removal districts in
nonresidential
districts
Real Estate Advertising Signs e Six (6) square Five (5) feetin | One (1) real Unlighted
feetin residential estate sign No closer than ten (10) feet from
residential districts plus ROW
districts One (1) open Must be removed seven (7) days after
e Twenty-five (25) | Ten (10)feet | house sign property has been sold, rented or
square feet in in leased
commercial and nonresidential
office districts districts
o Fifty (50) square
feet in all other
districts with
open house sign
not more than 6
square feet
Real Estate Development Signs o Sixty-four (64) Ten (10) feet One (1) Unlighted

square feet

e Twenty-four (24)
square feet, or
less are exempt,
otherwise it shall
require a permit.

Removed seven (7) days after the
property has been sold or leased.

May not occupy the property past a
time when the development receives a
certificate of occupancy.

All such signs shall be registered with
the Zoning Administrator before they
are erected on the site.
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Exempt Signs
Type of Sign Maximum Size Maximum Maximum Other Requirements
Height Number
Directional Signs Two (2) square feet | Thirty (30) Two (2) . Horizontal directional signs painted on
in sign area inches or adhered to the surface of paved
areas are exempt from these
standards.

e  Directional signs may be located in the
required front yard, except that in no
case shall they be located with an
existing proposed right-of-way line as
shown on the Village of Almont’s
adopted Master Plan.

e  Directional signs shall not be used for
advertising, but shall direct vehicular
or pedestrian traffic to parking areas,
loading areas, or to portions of a
building.

e Alldirectional signs required for the
purpose of orientation, when
established by the Village or another
government, shall be permitted.

e  Signs shall be allowed only where
necessary for public safety or
convenience.

Wall/Behind-the-Window Wall or behind-the-window Incidental signs
Signs/Incidental Signs N/A N/A N/A with lettering or symbols of.three (3) inches
or less may also be allowed in addition to
the permitted signs per establishment.
Gasoline Price Signs Twelve (12) square | Part of e One (1)
feet permitted e Two (2) if
freestanding the
wall sign business
has
frontage
on more
than one
street
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Temporary Signs Requiring a Permit

Temporary signs may be permitted if they support the creation or relocation of a business, seasonal or anniversary sales, national or
manufacturer’s sales or other similar events. The Zoning Administrator shall issue specific time permits and approve the issuance of
such temporary signs, provided the signs comply with all applicable regulations.

Temporary signs requiring a permit:
e Shall not exceed a maximum of 28 square feet and a maximum height of 6 feet.

e Shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet from the public right-of-way or any lot line and be located on the same property as the
principle use that it is intended to serve.

e  Be erected for no more than sixty (60) days spread out amongst up to two periods per calendar year.

Type of Sign

Maximum Size

Maximum Height

Maximum Number

Permitted Duration and Other
Requirements

Temporary signs that | Twenty-eight (28) | Six (6) feet One (1) per | Be erected up to two (2) times in a
support the creation | square feet business calendar year for no more than sixty (60)
or relocation of a days total
business, seasonal or
anniversary sales,
national or
manufacturer’s sales
or other similar
events
Banner signs Six (6) square feet Six (6) feet One (1) per | o Be firmly attached to the wall of a
business building or a secure structure.
e Be limited to the advertising of the
opening of a new business or a
special/seasonal sale event.
e  Be displayed for no more than thirty
(30) calendar days with a maximum
of two (2) per year
Special Purpose | Sixteen (16) square | Six (6) feet One (1) per | ¢  No more than thirty (30) days.
Signs. feet business e Such sign shall be clearly and
indelibly dated in one inch numbers
Civic or philanthropic at the lower left corner indicating
organizations or the date first displayed.
groups may display a e All such signs shall observe the
temporary non- height and setback requirements of
political sign for a this Ordinance appropriate to the
cause, function or district in which they are located
activity they are
sponsoring
Temporary Twenty-eight  (28) | Six (6) feet One (1) per | May be part of otherwise permitted
Changeable Message | square feet business temporary signs

Signs
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Signs Allowed in Residential District Requiring Permit

Type of Sign

Maximum Size

Maximum
Height

# Permitted

Other Requirements

Flags,

other
displays

banners,
windblown devices and

appropriate

Fifty (50) square
feet

Maximum
height
allowed for
principal
structures
in the
district they
are located
in

Three (3) per lot

Permitted for institutional activities

However, the Zoning Administrator or Planning
Commission must first approve such displays and
reserve the right to prohibit such displays if they
cause any type of distraction or danger to the
general public

This regulation does not regulate official flags
such as the flag of the United States of America
or the flag of the State of Michigan.

Projecting signs

Eight (8) square
feet per side;

One (1)
business

per

That do not extend farther than 4 feet from a
building structure

Must be approved by the Zoning Administrator
before such a sign is erected, based upon
whether the proposed sign would or would not
interfere with existing projecting signs.

Bottom of sign must be a minimum of eight (8)
feet above the ground or sidewalk

Portable sidewalk or “A-

frame” signs

Twenty-four (24)
inches wide;

Thirty-six
(36) inches
high

One (1)
business

per

The sign shall be of A-frame construction with a
minimum base spread of eighteen (18) inches:
The sign shall be sturdy and stable.

The sign shall not have more than two (2) faces
and the surfaces of the sign shall be durable.
Copy on the sign may be painted or printed on
the surface or surfaces. Loose paper faces shall
not be permitted. The sign shall not be
illuminated by any means except light from
existing street lighting.

Placement of the sign shall be in a manner that is
safe for and does not interfere with pedestrian or
vehicular traffic. Placement of the sign shall be
coordinated with other signs, benches, trees,
planters and other streetscape elements such
that a minimum of five (5) feet of unobstructed
sidewalk shall be maintained at all points along
the sidewalk for pedestrian use. No sign may be
affixed to any structure.

A portable sign may be placed outside only
during the hours when a business is open to the
general public and shall be stored indoors, out
of sight, at all other times.

A-frame signs shall not be located in a right-of-
way except along a sidewalk

Wall-mounted
Signs  mounted
building

Signs.

on

a

Twenty  (20%)
percent of the
wall area.

N/A

One (1) per wall

Allowed for non-residential uses for churches,
bed and breakfast establishments, publicly
owned properties and any other similar
establishment

Shall not project more than twelve (12) inches
horizontally beyond the wall of a building.

No signs shall be permitted to be painted
directly onto the wall of a building.

Signs for Village-owned property may exceed
size limitation, provided they are approved by a
motion of the Almont Village Council.
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Signs Allowed in Residential District Requiring Permit

Type of Sign Maximum Size Maximum # Permitted Other Requirements
Height
Awnings and Canopy | e Letteringmay | Bottom of | One (1) per | e Permitted in all districts with the exception that
Signs cover awning or | business they may not be placed on single family
maximum of canopy residences.
1/3 of awning | must be at e Internally lighted awnings and canopies and
or canopy; least seven awnings and canopies with signage shall be
o Lettering shall | (7) feet treated as a wall sign
not project above e If an awning or canopy is unlighted and opaque.
above, below | ground level the lighted and/or sign portion only shall be
or beyond the | or sidewalk calculated as a wall sign
physical e Awnings and canopies may extend to within one
dimensions of (1) foot of the vertical plane formed by the
the awning or parking area curb. They may not, in any
canopy instance, extend into the existing or proposed
street right-of-way or off-street parking lot area
Digital/ Lighted | A digital sign | Part of an | One (1) per | e No digital/Lighted Displays/LED/electronic sign
Displays/LED/Electronic shall not occupy | otherwise business shall be permitted to scroll or oscillate without
signs more than Sixty | permitted approval from the Planning Commission.
six (66%) | sign e Any electronic message displayed shall remain
percent of the unchanged for a minimum of three (3) seconds
maximum before switching messages.
permitted  sign e The digital sign shall not display light of such
area. intensity or brilliance to cause glare or otherwise
impair the vision of a driver, or result in a
nuisance to a driver. All digital signs must
maintain an auto dimmer for nighttime display.
The Zoning Administrator or Planning
Commission shall determine when a sign is too
bright or emits glaring illumination.
e  Adigital sign shall require approval of the Zoning
Administrator before it is constructed.
Residential Development | Twenty-four (24) | Six (6) feet No more than | e May be allowed at the principal street entrance

Identification Signs

square feet per
sign

two (2) signs
shall be
permitted
associated with
entrance

identification

to any development

e  Entrance identification signs or structures above
a height of two (2) feet from established street
grades, shall not be permitted within the
triangular area formed at the intersection of any
street right-of-way lines at a distance along each
line of thirty (30) feet from the point of
intersection.

e  Entrance identification signs or structures shall
be constructed so as to present symmetrical
appearance and be in character with the area in
terms of size, bulk and use of materials, as
determined by the Planning Commission.

e Such signs or structures are restricted to
identification of the project or subdivision name
only. No more than one (1) sign may be placed
on each side of an entranceway or in an
entrance road median.
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Freestanding Sign

square feet

Twenty-four (24)

Six (6) feet

One (1)

Allowed for non-residential uses for churches,
bed and breakfast establishments, publicly
owned properties and any other similar
establishment

Signs for Village-owned property may exceed
size limitation, provided they are approved by a

motion of the Almont Village Council.

Signs in all commercial districts requiring a permit

Type of Sign Maximum Size Maximum # Permitted Other Requirements
Height
Flags, banners, Fifty (50) Maximum Three (3) per lot Permitted for commercial or institutional activities
windblown devices square feet height However, the Zoning Administrator or Planning
and other appropriate allowed for Commission must first approve such displays and
displays principal reserve the right to prohibit such displays if they
structures in cause any type of distraction or danger to the
the district general public
they are This regulation does not regulate official flags such
located in as the flag of the United States of America or the
flag of the State of Michigan.
Projecting signs Eight (8) One (1) per That do not extend farther than 4 feet from a
square feet per business building structure
side; Must be approved by the Zoning Administrator
before such a sign is erected, based upon whether
the proposed sign would or would not interfere
with existing projecting signs.
Bottom of sign must be a minimum of 8 feet above
the ground or sidewalk
Portable sidewalk or Twenty-four Thirty-six One (1) per The sign shall be of A-frame construction with a
“A-frame” signs (24) inches (36) inches business minimum base spread of eighteen (18) inches: The
wide; high sign shall be sturdy and stable.

The sign shall not have more than two (2) faces
and the surfaces of the sign shall be durable.

Copy on the sign may be painted or printed on the
surface or surfaces. Loose paper faces shall not be
permitted. The sign shall not be illuminated by any
means except light from existing street lighting.
Placement of the sign shall be in a manner that is
safe for and does not interfere with pedestrian or
vehicular traffic. Placement of the sign shall be
coordinated with other signs, benches, trees,
planters and other streetscape elements such that
a minimum of five (5) feet of unobstructed
sidewalk shall be maintained at all points along the
sidewalk for pedestrian use. No sign may be
affixed to any structure.

A portable sign may be placed outside only during
the hours when a business is open to the general
public and shall be stored indoors, out of sight, at
all other times.

A-frame signs shall not be located in a right-of-way
except along a sidewalk
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Signs in all commercial districts requiring a permit

Type of Sign Maximum Size Maximum # Permitted Other Requirements
Height
Time and Temperature | Four (4) square | Part of an One (1) per Permitted in all commercial and industrial districts. They
Devices feet otherwise business may be on a pole or attached to the wall and are subject
permitted to the regulations applicable to pylon and wall signs.
sign Must be part of an otherwise permitted sign.
Awnings and Canopy o Lettering Bottom of One (1) per e  Permitted in all districts with the exception that
Signs may cover awning or business they may not be placed on single-family
maximum of | canopy must residences.
1/3 of be at least e Internally lighted awnings and canopies and
awning or seven (7) awnings and canopies with signage shall be treated
canopy; feet above as a wall sign
o Lettering ground level e If an awning or canopy is unlighted and opaque.
shall not or sidewalk the lighted and/or sign portion only shall be
project calculated as a wall sign
above, e  Awnings and canopies may extend to within one
below or (1) foot of the vertical plane formed by the parking
beyond the area curb. They may not, in any instance, extend
physical into the existing or proposed street right-of-way or
dimensions off-street parking lot area, except within the
of the Central Business District.
awning or
canopy
Freestanding Sign Maximum of Sixteen (16) One (1) per
fifty (50) feet business
square feet for In CBD total of
two permitted two (2)

signs (wall and
/or
freestanding in
CBD)

Sixty-four (64)
square feet in
C-2

freestanding
and/or wall sign
per business

Wall Sign

Maximum of
fifty (50)
square feet for
two permitted
signs (wall and
/or
freestanding in
CBD)

Twenty (20%)
percent of wall
areain C-2

One (1) sign per
tenant

In CBD total of
two (2)
freestanding
and/or wall sign
per business

e Shall not project more than twelve (12) inches
horizontally beyond the wall of a building.

e  No signs shall be permitted to be painted directly
onto the wall of a building.
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Signs in Industrial districts
Signs in the Almont Research and Industrial Park shall comply with the requirements of Section A.5 of the
Park Restrictive Covenants

Type of Sign Maximum Maximum # Permitted Other Requirements
Size Height
Flags, banners, Maximum of Maximum Three (3) per lot Permitted for commercial or institutional activities
windblown devices fifty (50) height However, the Zoning Administrator or Planning
and other appropriate | square feet allowed for Commission must first approve such displays and
displays principal reserve the right to prohibit such displays if they
structures in cause any type of distraction or danger to the
the district general public
they are This regulation does not regulate official flags such
located in as the flag of the United States of America or the
flag of the State of Michigan.
Projecting signs That do not extend farther than 4 feet from a
building structure
Must be approved by the Zoning Administrator
before such a sign is erected, based upon whether
the proposed sign would or would not interfere with
existing projecting signs.
Bottom of sign must be a minimum of 8 feet above
the ground or sidewalk
Portable sidewalk or Not more Not more One (1) per The sign shall be of A-frame construction with a
“A-frame” signs than twenty- than thirty- business minimum base spread of eighteen (18) inches: The
four (24) six (36) sign shall be sturdy and stable.
inches wide; inches high The sign shall not have more than two (2) faces and

the surfaces of the sign shall be durable.

Copy on the sign may be painted or printed on the
surface or surfaces. Loose paper faces shall not be
permitted. The sign shall not be illuminated by any
means except light from existing street lighting.
Placement of the sign shall be in a manner that is
safe for and does not interfere with pedestrian or
vehicular traffic. Placement of the sign shall be
coordinated with other signs, benches, trees,
planters and other streetscape elements such that a
minimum of five (5) feet of unobstructed sidewalk
shall be maintained at all points along the sidewalk
for pedestrian use. No sign may be affixed to any
structure.

A portable sign may be placed outside only during
the hours when a business is open to the general
public and shall be stored indoors, out of sight, at all
other times.

A-frame signs shall not be located in a right-of-way
except along a sidewalk
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Signs in Industrial districts
Signs in the Almont Research and Industrial Park shall comply with the requirements of Section A.5 of the
Park Restrictive Covenants

Type of Sign Maximum Maximum # Permitted Other Requirements
Size Height
Non- Three Thirty (30) One (1) per Permitted as a special land use in the Industrial
accessory/Billboard hundred feet above parcel District, subject to the following standards:
Signs. (300) square the grade of No billboard or non-accessory sign shall be located
feet the ground within one thousand (1,000) feet of another
on which the billboard or non-accessory sign abutting either side
billboard or of the same street or highway.
non- No billboard or non-accessory sign shall be located
accessory within two hundred (200) feet from any adjoining
sign sits or residential zoning district or any adjoining
the grade of residential use.
the abutting Billboards or non-accessory signs shall not be
roadway, located closer than two hundred (200) feet from any
whichever is abutting public road right-of-way, or closer than one
greater hundred (100) feet from any property line.
Signs with stacked or tandem faces are prohibited.
No billboard or non-accessory sign shall be located
on, or cantilevered, or otherwise suspended above
the roof of any building.
A billboard or non-accessory sign may be
illuminated, if provided that any illumination is
concentrated on the surface of the sign and is
located so as to avoid glare or reflection onto any
portion of an adjacent street or highway, the path of
oncoming vehicles, or any adjacent premises. In no
event shall any billboard or non-accessory sign have
flashing or intermittent lights, nor shall the lights be
permitted to rotate or oscillate.
All bill boards or non-accessory signs shall be
constructed to withstand all wind and vibration
forces that can normally be expected to occur in the
vicinity. A billboard or non-accessory sign must be
maintained so as to assure proper alignment of
structure, continued structural soundness, and
continued readability of message.
Time and Temperature | Four (4) Part of an One (1) per Permitted in all Commercial and Industrial Districts. They
Devices square feet otherwise business may be on a pole or attached to the wall and are subject
permitted to the regulations applicable to pylon and wall signs
sign
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Signs in Industrial districts
Signs in the Almont Research and Industrial Park shall comply with the requirements of Section A.5 of the
Park Restrictive Covenants

Type of Sign Maximum Maximum # Permitted Other Requirements
Size Height

Awnings and Canopy Lettering may Permitted in all districts with the exception that

Signs cover a they may not be placed on single-family residences.
maximum of Internally lighted awnings and canopies and awnings
a third (1/3) and canopies with signage shall be treated as a wall
of the awning sign
or canopy If an awning or canopy is unlighted and opaque, the

lighted and/or sign portion only shall be calculated

Lettering shall as a wall sign
not project Awnings and canopies may extend to within one (1)
above, below foot of the vertical plane formed by the parking area
or beyond the curb. They may not, in any instance, extend into the
physical existing or proposed street right-of-way or off-street
dimensions of parking lot area, except within the Central Business
the awning or District.
canopy

Freestanding Sign Thirty-two Sixteen (16) One (1)

(32) square
feet

Wall Sign

Twenty (20%)
percent of
wall area

One (1) sign per
tenant

Shall not project more than twelve (12) inches
horizontally beyond the wall of a building.

No signs shall be permitted to be painted directly
onto the wall of a building.
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ARTICLE 6: OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING

Section 6.00 INTENT

The off-street parking and loading requirements of this Ordinance are established to prevent
congestion on public streets by providing clearly defined parking areas that are separated from
roadways; to remove the hazard to pedestrians of emerging between parked vehicles onto a
public street; to facilitate proper storm-water runoff; to prevent the generation of dust into the
area; and to make clear the availability and arrangement of spaces to all users.

Section 6.01 GENERAL PARKING REQUIREMENTS

It shall be the duty of both the owner and occupant of any premises to provide off-street
parking spaces as required in this Article. Such off-street parking areas shall be laid out,
constructed and maintained in accordance with the following standards and regulations:

1. Whenever a use or activity requiring off-street parking is created, enlarged or increased in
activity or intensity, off-street parking spaces shall be provided on site and maintained as
required by this Ordinance with the exception of parcels in the C-1 district, which may be
granted a waiver from this requirement by the Planning Commission if the property owner
can demonstrate that there is on-street parking or public off-street parking to meet some or
all of the parking their use requires.

2. Any time there is a change in use of a building or land, a new building or an addition to an
existing building the off-street parking requirements for that property shall be reviewed and
the change in use or new construction shall not be permitted unless the required off-street
parking is provided.

3. Off-street parking existing at the effective date of this Ordinance in conjunction with the
operation of an existing building or use shall not be reduced to an amount less than
hereinafter required for a similar new building or new use.

4. Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prevent the collective provisions of off-street
parking facilities for two or more buildings or uses on separate sites, if, collectively, such
parking shall not be less than the sum of requirements for the various used computed
separately. The provision for shared parking shall not be construed to allow for
development without parking located reasonably proximate to the development it is
intended to serve. Parking shall be reasonably distributed to fulfill the parking needs of
each use being served and be irrevocably dedicated to each use.
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Where the owners of two (2) buildings, whose operating hours do not overlap, desire to use
common off-street parking facilities, the Planning Commission may permit such dual
function if the following conditions have been met:

a. The normal business hours of the two (2) buildings or uses in no way overlap, except for
custodial personnel. If there is a change of uses that no longer meets the criteria
established for shared parking, the required number of spaces as provided below shall
be installed.

b. The common parking lot meets the off-street parking requirements of the larger
building or more intensive use, plus fifteen (15) percent.

c. The common parking lot meets all of the locational requirements of this Ordinance with
respect to each building or use.

d. The site plan shall indicate a reserve area that is capable of accommodating the required
number of parking spaces, if necessary. The developer shall execute an agreement, in a
form satisfactory to the Village that will obligate the property owners to install
additional parking at the Village’s request if the need arises.

Off-street parking facilities required herein shall be located within three hundred (300) feet
of the permitted use it is intended to serve, such distance to be measured along lines of
public access to the property between the nearest point of the parking facility and the
building to be served.

Required off-street parking shall not be enclosed with a gate that would permit it to be
closed to either employees or patrons.

When units or measurements determining the number of required parking spaces result in
the requirement of a fractional space, any fraction over % shall be rounded up.

For the purpose of determining off-street parking requirements for all uses, floor area shall
mean ninety (90%) percent of the net floor area used or intended to be used for services to
the public as customers, patrons, clients, patients, employees, or tenants, including areas
occupied for storage and fixtures and equipment used for the display or sale of
merchandise unless otherwise specified.

Whenever drive-thru or vehicle stacking lines are provided, such lanes shall be so located so
as not to impede pedestrian or vehicular circulation on the site or on abutting sites, nor

shall any drive-thru lane cross a vehicle maneuvering lane or aisle.

The off-street parking facilities required for one- and two-family dwellings shall be located
on the same lot or plot of ground other than in the required front yard space of the building
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they are intended to serve and shall consist of a paved parking strip, parking apron, carport
and/or garage. Parking shall be restricted to paved areas. Paved areas shall not be
permitted in the front yard directly in front of the dwelling, except for horseshoe drives as
provided for below. Paved driveways may be allowed in required side yards to provide
access to a side-entry garage or to a detached garage located in the rear yard. Horseshoe
driveways shall be permitted provided they are not used for permanent on-site parking
required by this Section.

Section 6.02 OFF-STREET PARKING SPACE LAYOUT STANDARDS, CONSTRUCTION AND
MAINTENANCE

Wherever the off-street parking requirements in this section require the construction of an off-
street parking facility, such off-street parking lot shall be laid out, constructed and maintained
in accordance with the following standards and regulations:

1. No parking lot shall be constructed until a permit therefore is issued by the by the Zoning
Administrator who may refer the application to the Building Department for a
recommendation. Applications for approval of a parking lot will be submitted to the
Planning Commission when required by Article 7 Site Plan Review (Section 7.02).

2. Plans for the layout of an off-street parking lot shall have dimensions consistent with the
following standards:

a. Ninety-Degree Pattern: Parking spaces and maneuvering lanes shall be provided based
on one of the following alternatives:
Two Tiers or Parking &
Space Width Space Length Maneuvering Width One Maneuvering Lane

10 feet 20 feet 20 feet 60 feet

b. Sixty-Degree Pattern: Fifty-eight (58) feet for two (2) tiers of spaces, and one (1)
aisle/maneuvering lane, with minimum aisle width being twenty (20) feet and minimum
space width 10 feet.

c. Forty-Five Degree Pattern: Fifty-six (56) feet with two (2) tiers of parking spaces, plus
one (1) aisle/maneuvering lane of at least twenty (20) feet in width and minimum space

width 10 feet.

d. A drive of maneuvering lane shall not be less than twenty-four (24) feet wide to permit
two-way traffic.
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e. All parking lot stalls shall be striped and maintained.
Handicapped spaces shall be furnished as required by State law.

All parking spaces shall be provided with adequate access by means of maneuvering lanes.
Spaces shall not be designed to permit backing directly into a street.

. The entire parking area, including parking spaces, maneuvering lanes and drives required
under this Section, shall be provided with asphaltic or concrete surfacing in accordance with
specifications of the Village of Almont Design Standards. Unless a delay is granted by the
Planning Commission for a specified period of time, the parking area shall be surfaced
before the issuance of the certificate of occupancy for the building or buildings which it
serves. As a condition of any delay the Planning Commission shall require a cash deposit or
irrevocable letter or credit acceptable to the Village of Almont in an amount equal to one
hundred and ten (110) percent of the estimated cost of the improvement. Any
improvements for which a letter of credit or cash deposit has been posted shall be installed
by the end of the construction season following the posting.

Off-street parking areas shall be drained to dispose of all surface water accumulated in the
parking area in such a way as to prevent an increase in the amount or rate of drainage of
water onto adjacent property or toward buildings, and drainage plans shall meet the
specifications of the Village of Almont Design Standards.

In any area where front-end parking abuts a curbed landscaped area at least five (5) feet in
width or a raised sidewalk having a minimum width of at least seven (7) feet, the minimum
parking stall depth of twenty (20) feet (as otherwise specified herein) may be decreased by
up to two (2) feet in depth in order to allow for a vehicle to overhang such landscaped area
or such sidewalk. In no case shall the parking stall depth be decreased to allow a vehicle to
overhang a required parking setback or property line.

Ingress and egress to a parking lot for non-residential purposes shall not be provided across
land zoned for single-family or two-family residential purposes except as provided in
Section 3.00. All such entrances and exits shall also be located at least twenty-five (25) feet
from any property zoned for one-family residential use.

Adequate ingress and egress to the parking lot by means of clearly limited and defined
paved drives shall be provided for all vehicles. All parking areas shall be provided with an
entrance and exit from the abutting public thoroughfare. Such entrance and exit may be
combined as one, which shall in no event be less than thirty (30) feet in width. The number
of driveways permitted for each site shall be determined by the Planning Commission as
part of site plan review.
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In making this determination, consideration shall be given to the following factors: the
location of driveways on adjacent sites and across the street, turning movements and traffic
volumes. The location of each such entrance and exit shall be submitted for approval of the
Lapeer County Road Commission or the Michigan Department of Transportation, as the
case may be, and the Village of Almont. Tapers and bypass lanes shall be required, as
determined by the appropriate agency.

Parking lot lighting shall meet the requirements of Section 4.05 and the Village of Almont
Design Standards.

The surface of the parking lot area shall be maintained and kept free from weeds, rubbish,
refuse and debris.

All parking serving other than one- or two-family dwellings shall be side-by-side. Tandem
parking shall be prohibited. Tandem parking to a depth of three (3) cars may be permitted
in vehicle storage and inventory areas provided such areas are under the control of
employees and are not accessible by the general public. Any parking or vehicle circulation
areas accessible to the public shall meet the size standards specified in this Section.

Except as otherwise provided in this Article, required off-street parking space shall be for
the use of occupants, employees, visitors, customers, clients and patrons. Off-street
parking shall not be used for other than parking purposes or allowed to become unusable,
except for temporary repairs. The storage of vehicles or merchandise, except as permitted
in conjunction with the principal or accessory use and sale of motor vehicles, in any off-
street parking space is prohibited.

The Planning Commission may require an access easement to provide for vehicular access
to existing or contemplated adjacent parking lots to minimize the need for driveways to
each facility and thereby decreasing hazards to vehicular traffic.

Curbs, meeting the construction standards of the Village Engineer, shall be required. The
use of bumper blocks is prohibited, except in unique circumstances as determined by the
Planning Commission.

Whenever drive-thru facilities are allowed there shall be provided a minimum of six (6) off-
street waiting spaces for each service window or service bay, unless regulated elsewhere in
this Ordinance. A waiting space shall be twenty-three (23) feet long by ten (10) feet wide.

Whenever a parking lot abuts a residentially zoned lot, a side yard setback of ten (10) feet
or a masonry screening wall shall be provided between the parking lot and the adjoining
residential property line. The parking lot setback shall not be less than the setback for the
residential dwellings located on the same block as the parking lot. The front yard setback
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shall be landscaped. Whenever the parking lot abuts residential lots, screening meeting the
requirements of Section 4.01 shall be provided.

Section 6.03 OFF-STREET LOADING AND UNLOADING

The number, size and location of off-street loading and unloading area shall be provided
whenever it is determined by the Planning Commission that the nature of the building or use is
such that loading areas would be necessary.

1. All loading or unloading areas shall provide a minimum height clearance of fourteen (14)
feet.

2. Loading and unloading areas shall be so located and designed that the vehicles intended to
use them can maneuver safely and conveniently to and from a public right-of-way and
complete loading and unloading operations without obstructing or interfering with any
public right-of-way or any parking space or parking lot maneuvering lane or aisle. When
required, loading and unloading areas shall be designated and defined.

3. No area allocated to loading and unloading facilities may be used to satisfy the area
requirements for off-street parking, nor shall any portion of any off-street parking area be
used to satisfy the area requirements for loading and unloading facilities, except as
specifically authorized by this Ordinance.

4. Unless otherwise specified, loading and unloading areas shall be provided only in rear yards.
Side yard loading may be permitted by the Planning Commission when it is determined that
such space and loading facilities would not interfere with parking and circulation, either
vehicular or pedestrian, or with abutting areas.

5. All loading and unloading areas shall be surfaced, drained, and otherwise developed in
accordance with the provisions applicable to off-street parking areas.

6. Whenever the loading or unloading area abuts a residentially zoned lot, screening meeting
the requirements of Section 4.01 shall be provided.

7. The number of loading and unloading spaces shall comply with the requirements below

unless the Planning Commission determines that a lower number is adequate based on the
loading and unloading requirements of the proposed use.
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Gross Floor Area

Number of Loading Spaces

5,000 — 19,999 sq. ft.

1 space

20,000, - 49,999 sq. ft.

2 spaces

50,000 sq. ft. and over

3 spaces, plus 1 space for each 50,000
sq. ft. in excess of 50,000 sq. ft.
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ARTICLE 7: SITE PLAN REVIEW

Section 7.00 INTENT

Site plan review provides the Village with an opportunity to review the proposed use of a site in
relation to all applicable provisions of the Zoning Ordinance and accepted planning practices.
Site plan review also provides the Village with an opportunity to review the relationship of the
plan to surrounding uses, accessibility, pedestrian and vehicular circulation, off-street parking,
public utilities, drainage, natural features, screening, and other relevant factors which may have
an impact on the public health, safety and general welfare of the Village.

Section 7.01 PLANNING STANDARDS

In reviewing all applications for site plan approval, the Planning Commission shall consider the
plan in relation to the following standards:

1. Vehicular Access and Circulation. The location and design of driveways, access aisles,

parking spaces and sidewalks shall comply with the following:

a. Circulation patterns will minimize conflicts between vehicles and between vehicles and
pedestrians

b. Parking space, loading/unloading spaces and access aisles shall comply with the
minimum requirements of Article 6 of this Ordinance

c. Driveways shall be no wider than necessary to provide up to 2 exits and 1 entrance lane

d. Access shall comply with requirements of the Fire and Police Departments as well as any
requirements of the Michigan Department of Transportation

e. Access management shall be addressed by limiting the number of curb-cuts to the
minimum necessary and to provide parallel access drives in the C-2 district where
appropriate

f. The parking aisles and driveways shall comply with the requirements in the Village of
Almont Design Standards

2. Relationship to Natural Features. All buildings, driveways, parking lots and site
improvements shall be designed to be compatible with the physical characteristics of the
site including, but not limited to, woodlands, wetlands, slopes, floodplains and soil
suitability. The proposed development shall not adversely impact the natural environment
of the site or the surrounding area and shall comply with requirements in Section 4.01
regarding protection of woodlands.
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3. Groundwater Protection. Sites involving the storage or use of hazardous materials shall
provide protection from leaks and spills through the use of secondary containment and
restrictions on the location of catch basins and floor drains.

4. Infrastructure. The Planning Commission shall consider the Village Engineer’s evaluation of
the adequacy of public or private utilities proposed to serve the site including water,
sanitary sewers and storm-water drainage and retention or detention. All improvements
shall comply with the standards in the Village of Almont Design Standards.

5. Other Zoning Ordinance Requirements. The site plan shall comply with the requirements of
this Ordinance including:

District regulations

Design requirements for specific uses

Outdoor storage and display requirements

Exterior lighting

Landscaping

Parking

SO Qo0 T o

6. Other Requirements. The site plan shall comply with relevant village, county, state or
federal ordinances.

Section 7.02 SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1. A site plan shall be submitted for review and approval by the Planning Commission
whenever one or more of the following conditions apply:

a. Whenever a building permit is required for the erection of a new building of one
thousand (1,000) square feet or more or the addition to an existing building of one
thousand (1,000) square feet or more, or ten (10%) percent of the original building size
over a twelve month period, whichever is less. Site plans are not required for
construction of a single-family home, a two-family structure, farm buildings or accessory
structure to these uses or additions to these structures.

b. For the construction, use or establishment of a parking or storage area or expansion of
existing parking lots of one thousand (1,000) square feet or more or ten (10%) percent
over 12 months whichever is less.

c. For all special land uses.
d. For any substantial change in use or class of use when referred by the Zoning
Administrator. Substantial change in use is defined as change from one use or category

as listed in this Ordinance to a separately listed use or category. The Planning
Commission, by a 2/3rd vote, can delegate the responsibility for reviewing substantial
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changes in uses via the zoning permit process to the Zoning Administrator. The
Commission, by a vote of a simple majority, can reclaim the responsibility of reviewing
substantial changes in uses via a required site plan.

e. The erection of, or addition to, any major utility service facilities, including towers,
substations, pump stations or similar facilities.

2. A required site plan shall include the entire site under the control or ownership of the
applicant with all areas proposed for improvement and all unplanned areas also included.
All site plans submitted for consideration shall include the following information:

a. General Site Data

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)
(7)

(8)
(9)

The site plan shall be prepared by and carry the seal of the registered architect,
landscape architect, community planner, land surveyor or professional engineer
who prepared it, and shall consist of one or more sheets necessary to adequately
provide the required data.

The location and dimensions of existing and proposed structures and
improvements including their actual setback from the lot lines and other buildings
as well as the required setbacks (to verify compliance with setback requirements).
Scale and Northpoint should customarily be provided at 1” = 20’ or 1” = 30’. For
large-scale development, 1”7 = 50" or 1” = 100’ may be acceptable, provided all
important typical areas and Ordinance requirements are thoroughly detailed in
typical form and presented at the customary scale to ensure the plans are legible.

Complete legal description (to verify the parcel that is the subject of the request).

Size of the site expressed in acres (to verify compliance with minimum lot size and
maximum lot coverage requirements).

Location map (4 inches = 1 mile) (to help clarify the project location).

Zoning of site and all surrounding property (to help determine applicability of any
buffering or additional setback requirements due to adjacent zoning).

Proposed address if available (to help to accurately refer to the site).

Existing improvements within two hundred (200) feet of all property lines (to
identify any potential conflict with adjacent uses or buildings).
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(10) Topography at two (2) foot contours (existing and proposed) (to determine

adequacy of storm drainage plan, impact on adjacent property and standards in
the Village of Almont Design Standards).

(11) Benchmarks.

b. Building Plans

(1)

All architectural building elevations (front, sides and rear) (to verify compliance
with maximum height requirements and any applicable architectural standards).

(2) Type of surface material and design of all exterior surfaces (to verify compliance with
any applicable architectural standards).

C.

(3)

(4)

Dimensioned floor plans (to determine parking requirements when based on
square footage of useable floor area).

Decks or patios or both (to verify compliance with setbacks or restrictions on
outdoor uses).

Access, Parking and Circulation

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

Existing and proposed rights-of-way for all abutting roads (to verify compliance
with access requirements).

Location and dimensions of all driveways, access aisles and street approaches (to
verify compliance with parking and access requirements and standards in the
Village of AlImont Design Standards).

Parking spaces (location, number, dimensions and surface material) along with a
table identifying the number of parking spaces required under the ordinance and
the number provided (to verify compliance with parking and access requirements

standards in the Village of Almont Design Standards).

Site circulation pattern (to verify compliance with site plan standards regarding
site circulation safety).

Identification of all fire lanes (to permit review by fire chief).

Sidewalks, interior walks and their connection (to verify compliance with site plan
standards regarding pedestrian circulation).
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(7) Carport locations and details (including architectural elevations) (to verify compliance
with setback requirements and applicable architectural standards).

d. Environmental Features

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

Indications of trees and shrubs shall only be used on the site plan where trees and
shrubs exist or where such vegetation will be planted before occupancy. The
outline of wooded areas may be shown as such, but any trees over 8 inch caliper is
to be identified and if they are to be removed, it is to be noted (to verify
compliance with the woodland preservation provisions).

A detailed landscape plan for all yard areas shall be submitted to the Planning
Commission showing the names (common and botanical), location, spacing,
starting size and planting and staking details of all plantings to be installed, and the
location and types of all natural materials proposed to be included in the
landscape treatment of the yard areas. This provision shall apply to all landscape
yards including those expanded beyond the minimum setback requirements of this
Ordinance. This landscape plan shall be reviewed and approved by the Planning
Commission to verify compliance with the landscaping provisions).

A preservation plan with specifications describing removal of all trees, individually
or as groupings, that are eight (8”) inches or more in diameter, as measured four
feet (4’) above the ground, as well as shrubbed areas. The plan shall also describe
the method to be employed for protection of trees and shrubbed areas designated
to remain during construction. The plan and specifications shall include grade
changes or other work adjacent to the remaining trees and shrubbed areas which
might produce an adverse effect such as, but not limited to, surface drainage,
aeration and piling of excavated soil.

Greenbelts, walls and/or berm details. In those instances where a berm is
included as part of a greenbelt, a detailed drawing and cross-section of the
proposed berm shall be provided as part of the landscape plan (to verify
compliance with the landscaping provisions).

Site irrigation (sprinklers) (to verify compliance with the landscaping provisions).

Treatment of all undeveloped areas (to verify compliance with the landscaping
provisions).

Trash receptacles and method of screening (to verify compliance with the
dumpster screening provisions).
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All exterior lighting shall be clearly shown on a site plan with appropriate symbols
and labeling. Lighting intensity and shielding details along with fixture height and
type shall be noted for all exterior lighting (to verify compliance with the lighting
provisions in Section 4.05 and the Village of Almont Design Standards).

Sign location (to verify compliance with the sign provisions).

Other Information

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

(7)

Location of all site utilities (to verify compliance with the requirement for
adequate provision of utilities standards and the Village of Almont Design
Standards).

Site drainage characteristics and improvements (to verify compliance with site
plan standards regarding adequate drainage standards and the Village of Almont
Design Standards).

Park or recreation areas (to verify compliance with site plan standards regarding
open space).

Fences (location and details) (to verify compliance with the fencing requirements).

Areas to be used for outdoor storage or display (to verify compliance requirements
for screening outdoor storage and restrictions on location of outdoor storage and
display).

Statistical data shall be furnished, including: number of dwelling units; size of
dwelling units (i.e. 1-bedroom, 2-bedrooms, 3-bedrooms), if any; and the total
gross acreage involved. (In the case of mobile home parks, the size and location of
each mobile home site shall be shown) (to verify compliance with site plan
standards regarding addressing off-site impacts).

Where large equipment or machinery is to be installed as part of the development,
the location, type, horsepower, fuel, dimensions and other data of all such
equipment or machinery or both shall be indicated (to verify compliance with site
plan standards regarding addressing off-site impacts).

Where it is determined by the Planning Commission that certain requirements of this
Section are not necessary to the review and understanding of the site, the Planning
Commission may waive the requirements. Any and all waivers shall be recorded in the
Commission’s minutes, together with the unique circumstances and reasons for such
waiver.
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g. The Planning Commission has the authority to require additional information not listed
here if they determine it is necessary to verify compliance with the requirements of this
Ordinance.

Section 7.03 REVIEW PROCEDURES

1. Submission. The proposed site plan shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator, or
other designated representative, who shall check the submission data and transmit it to the
following departments, agencies and consultants: